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No man is an island, entire of itself; every man is a piece of the
continent, a part of the main. —John Donne

t Trinity, we pride ourselves
on being responsive to the
individual student. It begins
the moment we look at the
results of the Placement Test,

take input from the eighth-grader’s current
teachers and add feedback from his parents to
determine a freshman year course of studies.

It continues by systematically lowering the average class size, hav-
ing more than 60 clubs and activities to join and employing nine
counselors for personal and academic support. It continues with
having numerous channels between the
students and faculty for sharing ideas
about improving the school.

Over time we have gotten better at
this “student focus.” We are always
looking for new ways to meet this aim.
We want every student to feel part of
something bigger. When it works well, a
student feels less isolated and more con-
nected to something bigger. They are
invited to get off their island.

Just a few years ago faculty member
Dan Zoeller brought forward an idea
that has significantly enhanced our abil-
ity to be responsive to the individual.
We are now in the third year of our “House System.” This pro-
gram has been nothing short of a phenomenon. 

A little background.
After being named president in October 2000, I spent time vis-

iting with all the seniors. While I had worked here continuously
for the previous 18 years, for a short while prior to being named
president I was not directly involved with students. I realized I
needed to do some listening. I wanted to gauge what students’
Trinity experience had been like up to that point. While their
reflections on Trinity were very encouraging, there were two
areas that needed attention. First, students wanted to have school
spirit more evenly distributed throughout the year and not so 
concentrated in one week in September. Secondly, they wanted
greater involvement in some school decisions. They wanted to
have more “say.”

At the same time that I was learning from the seniors, we were
preparing to have new moderators of the Student Council, Pep
Club and the Activities Office. Change was in the air. Dan sug-
gested we implement the British-born system of “Houses.” The

idea was shared with an ever-widening group of teachers and 
students. It was exciting to see the momentum build. I enjoyed the
school community’s receptiveness to an innovative and untested
idea. I knew we were on the right track when the idea was pre-
sented to a group of seniors — the same ones who were suggest-
ing some changes. They were enthusiastic about the idea even
though they would graduate before its implementation. In the
spring of 2001, we pitched the idea to the junior class. We were
on our way when 90 of them applied for the 20 (then expanded to
30) leadership roles in the new House System.

The House System is another “hook” for a student to become
involved in Trinity. National studies show and our experience is
clear: The more involved a student is in his high school the higher
his grades, his attendance and his cooperation with school rules. 

We have 10 Houses. Each is named
after a Catholic saint or great leader:
Becket, Dante, Seton, Gonzaga, Merton,
Romero, Flannan, Patrick, Toussaint
and Aquinas. Freshmen through seniors
are randomly assigned to the Houses.
Each House has a director and several
mentors. These are teachers and staff
members who want to be part of the sys-
tem. The Houses meet monthly to plan
activities, participate in educational pro-
grams and build community.

Dozens of activities happen in and
through the Houses. As a unique feature
of the Houses, points are awarded for

various academic achievements, service work and competitions.
The House with the most points in May wins recognition and a
field trip.

What I like most about the House System is its ability to
address the two concerns mentioned to me by those seniors back
in 2000. We are seeing spirit-raising activities throughout the
year. When you have 50 guys show up, some with painted chests,
for a Quick Recall match, you know that something is different. I
receive weekly reports from the senior and underclassmen House
representatives. While most weeks bring no issues to discuss,
when they have asked for input we have been able to respond
quickly. We haven’t always said “yes,” but we have been better
able to listen and communicate the reasons for a policy in ques-
tion. By enhancing our communication links we have strength-
ened the adult-student relationship. 

For the two years of the House System’s existence we have
enjoyed the lowest attrition rates from freshman to sophomore
year in our history. We believe one contributing factor in this
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achievement is the faster and more efficient manner in which we
are able to usher the “greenies” into the life of the school.  

Several directors and mentors shared some House success sto-
ries for this column. 

Mr. Joe Henning, who assists Dan Zoeller and is a member of
Patrick House writes, “Two years ago, in the first year of the House
System, a shy and awkward sophomore turned up to help film a
Pride Week video. The crew was one teacher, five seniors and one
lone sophomore. The seniors all gave him a big smile and a high
five. The sophomore is now a senior. He
is a House captain and took the lead for
his house on the night of Rockin’ in 
making certain all the freshmen from his
House were involved. He regularly goes
out of his way to give ‘his’ freshmen a
smile and a high five.” Joe also reported
that it was a House representative-driven
idea to create T-shirts and rename the stu-
dent section of Steinhauser Gymnasium
as the “Rock Quarry.”

In addition, Joe reported on one of the
many fun competitions that are part of
the system: “During a House pass/ kick
competition at halftime of a home foot-
ball game, a senior and a freshman were
teamed together. A senior was passing the ball as far as he could,
and the freshman had to kick a field goal from where the ball
landed when it was thrown. On the first round of pass/kick, all the
competing teams made their field goal attempt. On the second
round, which started 10 yards farther away, the senior/freshman
team won. The senior jogged down the field to give the freshman,
who was smiling from ear to ear, a high five and pat on the back.
The obvious camaraderie between the two students — different in
age and background — brought together by the House System,
was wonderful to see.”

Joe also reports, “I have worked with the same group of stu-
dents in my House as a mentor for two years. I have students who

have never been in my class stop by my room every day just to
find out what is going on with the House. They ask for help with
homework and oftentimes tell me about someone in the group
they think I should check on because they had a really bad day.
They care about each other.”

Ms. Jennifer Solinger, director of the Gonzaga House, reports
that her House is enjoying new mentor Steven Tompkins ’81
who brings a lot of enthusiasm and his own spirit to the group.
The Mighty Ducks are having a great year so far. “We may not

be the House with the most points, but
we definitely have the most fun! Our
new Gonzaga mascot, the rubber
ducky, has really brought new life to
the House! We are in the process of
purchasing Gonzaga Duck ties that will
make our guys look sharp and stand out
in the crowd!”

She also shared that senior Eric
Lanham, having just come back from
retreat, wrote a letter with fellow senior
Andy Sobczyk to the Becket House
freshmen about Trinity. Their letter was
read at the Becket freshman day of rec-
ollection. Eric and Andy described the
spirit of Trinity and how God will work

in the lives of these freshmen over the course of the next four
years. They shared their dreams and hopes for these young men.

Jason Daniel, an Aquinas House mentor wrote, “I saw some
real growth and leadership potential at this year’s first meeting for
Aquinas House. Our House was in low spirits after enduring last
year’s poor finish in the House Cup race. At the first meeting, it
was clear that this year would be different. One House leader
opened up and admitted he was disappointed with his effort last
year and vowed to take more initiative this year. We then set con-
crete goals we felt would be reachable, one of which was a slo-
gan: ‘Out of the cellar with Zeller.’ (Greg Zeller is one of our
House reps.) I left with a very positive feeling, proud of the guys

2

President’s Notebook
continued from page 1

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY

Trinity High School admits students of any race, color, nationality, and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs and activities generally available to students. Trinity does not discrim-
inate on the basis of race, color, nationality or ethnic origin in the administration of its educational policies, scholarship or loan program, athletic or other school-administered programs.

The obvious camaraderie

between the two 

students — different in

age and background —

brought together by

the House system, 

was wonderful to see.



O U R  F I R S T 5 0  Y E A R S3

Mission Statement
Trinity High School’s mission is to provide students with a superior high school education in a supportive atmosphere based upon

Christian values in the Catholic tradition.

(the reps) for stepping up and taking responsibility, both for the
past and the future. So far, we’re in fifth place. It’s not the top
floor, but it’s not the basement either.”

Gary Owens ’88, director of Romero House reports, “Seniors
Brendan Nelson and Bryan Kupper, juniors Mitch Hobbs and
Matt Lyons, sophomores Alex Lynch and Chris Walker and fresh-
men Michael Moir and Travis Foster are stepping up to take on
individual projects for our House in order to earn participation
points. All did so without being sought out individually. The
opportunities the House System provides give each student a
chance to do something positive. These are just a few of the many
small victories achieved by Romero House in the first two months
of the year.”

Mike Domzalski ’85 oversees the intramural basketball pro-
gram. He also serves as director of Merton House. He writes,
“Intramural sports provide Trinity students an excellent opportu-
nity to get involved. With the advent of the House System, the
decision was made to make intramural basketball a series of
House competitions. While this was met with some initial resis-
tance from upperclassmen, who had been playing together for a
couple of years, the overall impact on the program was extremely
positive. Because students felt an obligation to the other members
of their House, we see a dramatic decline in the number of games
forfeited due to not enough players showing up for their games.” 

Mike goes on to say, “Another benefit of the House System in
relation to intramural basketball is the fan support it provides.
Because the freshman, sophomore and junior/senior teams play
on the same day, many of the students arrive early or stay late to
cheer on their other House teams. The biggest impact it has had
on intramural basketball is the increased student involvement,
especially students who might not normally get involved with
athletic intramurals. A perfect example of this occurred last year.

“One of the better junior/senior teams was playing. This team
had several good athletes and was one of the favorites to win the
tournament. One player, however, had considerably less talent
than the other players on the team. He was not a student who nor-
mally hung out with the guys on his team. This team, however,
made a point to make sure this player received as much playing
time as anyone else did. He was made to feel part of the team.
He was given high fives when he did something good. When he
made a mistake, he was still given high fives and told not to

worry about it.
“At half time, this student’s father came over to the score table.

He proceeded to tell me how happy he is with the House System
because it gave his son the opportunity to play intramural basket-
ball. He told me his son’s friends did not play sports and he never
had the chance to play intramurals. His son was somewhat shy,
and the father told me this was such a positive experience for him.
The House System allowed this student to get involved with an
activity he would normally not have tried and, more importantly,
provided an opportunity to make many new friends at Trinity. The
gratitude expressed by this student’s father speaks volumes about
the ability of the House System to get a somewhat shy student
socially connected and involved at Trinity.”

Dan Zoeller, originator of the House System reports, “In stu-
dent government, I’ve witnessed normally shy, reserved guys
becoming real leaders. As they emerge from their shells, they
make life better for us all. We now have senior exemptions for
second semester final exams (if the senior is averaging an ‘A’ in
the class), a snack machine in the cafeteria, several new House
events and quick attention to facility issues thanks to such young
men. In addition, every meeting opens with a prayer, and I’ve
never had a shortage of volunteers to lead us in prayer.” 

Dan and others report that the House System has improved
events and activities that pre-date its use. Pride Week activities
seemed especially enhanced this year. Sheet and car decorating
contests were noted as much better than in recent memory.
Freshman Rockin’ and retreats now operate using older students
in a House to mentor the younger guys. Campus Minister Mary
Emrich and Sharon Bohannon, one of the freshman class coun-
selors, both see real benefits to doing so and report that this is
resulting in some very strong bonds among students.

Dan has received inquiries from all around the country and
overseas about our House System. “To name a few, I’ve shared our
ideas with school administrators from Indianapolis, Atlanta, St.
Louis and Scotland,” he said. “I’ve also worked with the Oldham
County schools and Our Lady of Lourdes Parish to brainstorm
ideas on how they could implement similar structures.”

From the first day that we threw open the doors at Trinity, we
have embraced new ideas. I am proud that the use of the House
System continues our legacy of being receptive to any idea that
allows us to better serve our students.
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n last spring’s Leader, I wrote about the
broad learner outcomes being devel-
oped for all Trinity graduates in the
21st century. This work is part of
Trinity’s 2001-06 school improvement

plan approved by the Southern Association
of Colleges and Schools. Let me share some
of the progress of recent months.

Six major categories of outcomes have been identified: spiritual
outcomes, cognitive outcomes, core academic outcomes, aes-
thetic outcomes, technology outcomes and practical living out-
comes. Within the core academic outcomes are the expectations
for the different subject areas such as English, math, foreign lan-
guage, etc. Complementing these core outcomes are standards for
the other dimensions of a person’s life and education.

There is not enough room here to list all the outcomes that have
been developed, but I would like to share two of the six major
|categories — spiritual outcomes and practical living outcomes.  

Spiritual Outcomes
Overall Goal: Students shall possess a strong Christian spiritual
foundation that will help them improve their own lives and con-
tribute positively to the community, including demonstrating
effectiveness in community service.
1. Develop and use a personal value system based on Christian
principles.
2. Recognize the importance of a caring atmosphere, trusting 
relationship and environment of hospitality within the school or
any area of life.
3. Model a personal and prayerful relationship with God in their
daily lives.
4. Recognize and respond to the gifts of others by helping to
serve the needs of the larger community.

Practical Living Outcomes
Overall Goal: Students shall develop their abilities to become self-
sufficient individuals who are dependent upon God and responsi-
ble members of a family, work group, church or community.
A. Personal outcomes
1. Demonstrate self-discipline in their personal and professional lives.
2. Demonstrate the ability to plan and pursue post-secondary
opportunities.

B. Social outcomes
1. Function as a responsible member of a group or community.

C. Health and wellness outcomes
1. Formulate and implement an effective plan for lifelong physi-
cal and mental health.
2. Evaluate the validity of health information, products and services.
3. Demonstrate the ability to influence and support others in 
making positive health choices.
4. Pursue health-enhancing physical activities as an individual
and member of a group.

D. Consumer outcomes
1. Exhibit knowledge of how financial markets function.
2. Make sound consumer choices.

Teams of faculty members and the Parent Forum have helped
with the development of these modern standards for all Trinity
graduates. The outcomes above and the others not shown are cur-
rently in the final drafting stage and should certainly be complete
by the end of the school year. As I indicated last spring, if any
alumnus has suggestions or questions regarding such standards,
please contact me (502-736-2103, winkler@thsrock.net).

Applying Trinity’s unique spirit and drive to clearly articulated
learner goals is going to help it maintain its leadership position
among the area’s finest schools. Maximo Animi Ardore!

Principal’s Corner
By David Winkler, Principal

I

Put a brick in the wall...
Space on the Trinity Donor Wall in Alumni Hall is almost gone. Help Trinity

complete a mosaic of giving. Order your brick now to ensure a space. 

Bricks can be purchased in the following sizes for the following prices:

4” x 4” $300

2” x 8” $300

4” x 8” $375

8” x 8” $750

8” x 12” $1,500

Please contact Trinity’s Office for School Advancement at (502) 893-7625 for a brochure/order form.
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t is almost unbelievable. I was at

Trinity then and I am here now.

This school year we are celebrating

Trinity High School’s 50th anniver-

sary. Through a series of special events

and remembrances, we are stopping to re-

examine our heritage and the milestones that

occurred in our school’s history. 

I consider it a privilege to have been here as a student in the ear-

liest years and to be here still, continuing my ministry to this com-

munity. Our current seniors have sought to recognize the richness

of all those years and of their own contribution to it in our time

by selecting a special theme for this noteworthy year: Our

Legacy. One Spirit.

In doing so, they have tried to demonstrate their appreciation

for all Trinity persons who have gone before them and the huge

contributions they made to our school. The students of today wish

to be contributors, too. So, Trinity people from the past and pre-

sent alike share the same One Spirit that is at the heart of all we

are and do here. 

It is a unique Spirit that my own classmates and I (we just had

our 45th reunion!) assumed back in the ’50s and that has endured

to this day. It is alive and well in the undaunted and intrepid atti-

tudes of our present students. This Spirit is what creates the pas-

sion that motivates so many people in this school community.

It seems to me that this should become readily evident to all of

us during this holiday season. Jesus Christ and his message

remain at the core of all we say and do. And, as the Holy Spirit

has guided the whole Church through the triumphs and tragedies

of 21 centuries, so that same Spirit has guided this microcosm

Church (which we call Trinity High School) through 50 years of

challenges and successes, lows and highs, wins and losses, short-

comings and absolute excellence.  

In the end, exactly akin to our Catholic/Christian salvation history,

there promises to be only more light, new life and fresh growth.

In our earliest days, Father Steinhauser had this same vision

and unbridled optimism for what Trinity could become. I venture

to say that we have outlived his dream. But we have our own

dreams to be fulfilled....

Trinity Forever!

I
The Spiritual Side: 50 Years, Then and Now
By Rev. David Zettel ’58, Chaplain & Senior Class Counselor
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n the spirit of Thanksgiving, I would
like to send my appreciation to all
alumni who have given of their Time,
Talent and Treasure to Trinity. 

It is commonplace anymore to take
people for granted. Your Alumni Association
is strong because of you. Many of you con-
tinually work hard to make this place special.

Your efforts and commitment to Trinity at times go unsung.  
You have responded to the call of becoming a part of what we

are trying to accomplish.  The numerous events and activities we
engage in could not be accomplished without your assistance. It
truly is a spirit of camaraderie that beckons us back to a place we
can call home. 

We alumni are diverse in age, occupation, race, background,
religion, political affiliation, community and geographical
location. The one constant is our communion in our love for
Trinity. From near or far, you have made a difference. Your

thoughts, concerns and prayers are being received. Please keep
them coming.

The Alumni Association mission is alive and well at Trinity. We
stay forever young when we think of Trinity. Think for a moment
about when you roamed the halls of Trinity. We were undaunted
by challenges and believed we could accomplish anything. This
has served us well in our endeavors after high school.  

An ancient Celtic symbol representing the Holy Trinity depicts
three interlocking circles. This symbol also has been referred to
as the Trinity Knot. For me this symbol represents what embod-
ies Trinity. The circles are never ending, as in “Trinity Forever.”
The knot represents the unity of all who have gone before and
those who currently possess the Tradition: Trinity students. You,
alumni, continue to make this knot stronger by your efforts. You
may be gone, but you are not forgotten.

I encourage you to “Raise your voice and shout her name,
wherever you may be. 

“May our love be known to all, our love for Trinity.” Go Rocks!

Alumni Board Chair’s Message: Thank You, Alumni!
By Sean McGuire ’84

I

ur Legacy. One Spirit.
These words truly rep-
resent Trinity High
School.

The One Legacy is
what those before us established — the
traditions we still have today.  The One
Spirit burns in the hearts and souls of
those who make up Trinity.

The Class of 2004 chose the theme
Our Legacy. One Spirit and helped to
create the image that can be seen on
posters all around Trinity. Senior Ryan
Smith presented the idea of using a
mosaic. The finished product was a
mosaic that reproduces the crucifix and
two stained glass windows from the
sacred interior of Trinity’s Chapel.
When the image is viewed from a dis-
tance, that is all one sees. But as a mem-
ber of Trinity, I recognize all of the indi-

viduals pictured. The 1,000 pictures dis-
played on the poster are of all 274 mem-
bers of the Class of 2004, plus additional
pictures of Trinity. The three rings in the
top right hand portion of the poster rep-
resent the Trinity — the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit. These three rings
symbolize the everlasting bond that is
Trinity and our Christian Spirit. Our
Legacy will continue so long as the
Spirit burns in the hearts of Trinity
alumni, teachers, students, coaches,
counselors, fans, parents and supporters.

Our Legacy is in good hands with
generous and talented alumni like
David Power ’89, Cary Meyer ’88 and
Craig Schneider ’85. These men made
the senior poster possible by allowing
us to use their computer equipment at
Power Creative, Trinity’s advertising
and marketing agency.

On the Cover: Our Legacy. One Spirit
By Brendan McKenzie ’04

O

STATEMENT QUESTIONS? CALL SANDY!
Confused about your latest Trinity statement? Not sure how much you owe on your Annual Fund

pledge? Call Sandy Camerucci at Trinity’s Office for School Advancement at (502) 736-2156.
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1964
MICHAEL T. LEIBIG is a senior partner in a
Washington, D.C., law firm. He is also general coun-
sel to the International Union of Police Associa-
tions, he argued three cases in the United States
Supreme Court, and he received the distinguished
professor award at Georgetown University Law
School, where he has been teaching for 20 years.

1970
PATRICK M. CAVANAUGH has been working
for the federal government for 30 years at Patrick
Air Force Base as a supply technician. “I travel 140
miles to work each day and I love my job,” he says.
Patrick is engaged to marry his fiancée, Zola, on
June 12, 2004. He also has been involved with
prison ministry (Kairos) for 13 years at Lake
County Correctional Institution, Fla. Patrick resides
in Maitland, Fla. 

1971
COL. JOHN F. WAGNER, USAF, is stationed at
Los Angeles Air Force Base, Calif. He was selected
for a four-month deployment to Iraq and left in mid-
December. He is currently stationed at Baghdad
International Airport, supporting the Coalition
Provisional Authority as the Chief of Staff. He is
working directly for the U.S. Head of Military
Forces, which is assisting with the establishment of
the new Iraqi government and security forces. John
is expected to return to Los Angeles AFB in April.  

1973
LT. COL. MICHAEL CLAYTON retired from the
U.S. Air Force with 25 years of service. He is now
a professor of mathematics at a community college
in Highland, Calif. 

1974
JEFF RANKIN recently moved to the Chicago
area after six years in Charlotte. He was named the
North Carolina Leukemia Society 2002 Man of the
Year for philanthropic and volunteer dedication in
honor of his son Andy, 26, a five-year leukemia sur-
vivor. Jeff is senior vice president and central region
manager for Visa USA.

1978
HOWARD NATALIE and his wife, Melanie,
announce the birth of their son Dominic Joseph (9
pounds, 1 ounce, 21 inches), who was born Oct. 14,
2003. Dominic was welcomed into the world by his
older brother, Jack, and sisters, Madeleine and Mary
Clair. Howard would like to extend a warm greeting
to all Trinity alumni living in the Chicagoland area
and perhaps form a Chicago Trinity Alumni Club for
Trinity support and fellowship. Please e-mail him at
melhow@msn.com.“Live the Fourth and Go Rocks!”

1979
FLOYD BARRICK and his wife of 16 years,
Susan, have three daughters: Jehmie, 16; Jessica,
12; and Jennifer, 12. He is currently working with
Levinson Restaurant Corporation, managing TGI
Friday’s in Evansville, Ind. “We welcome and
encourage anyone in the Trinity Family to look us
up whenever they’re in Evansville,” Floyd says.
“I’m looking forward to seeing everyone at the
Class of 1979’s 25-year reunion in 2004!”

1980
JOHN F. KING SR., his wife, Terri, and their chil-
dren live in Louisville. Their daughter Lindsay
graduated summa cum laude from Bellarmine
University this past May. Daughter Lauren is a
senior at Assumption, and Jillian is a sophomore
and a member of the JV volleyball team. John and
Terri’s son Johnny will “probably” attend Trinity
next year. He currently attends St. Raphael School,
where he plays football for the six-time defending
Toy Bowl champs. John’s mother, Rose, passed
away May 21. “Please keep us in your prayers.”

1982
DOUG McCLELLAN and his wife, Katie,
recently returned from Bangkok, Thailand, with
their adopted 5-year-old son, Daniel Lee. Doug and
his family reside in Louisville.

MIKE RILEY and his wife, Mary, have four chil-
dren: Michael, 6; Erin, 5; Grace, 2; and Katie, 1.
“All are doing great,” he says. “They’re happy and
healthy, and keeping Mom hopping. We are
blessed.” Mike was named Network Appliance’s
“Engineer of the Year” for 2003 in the central U.S.
“This was a lifetime highlight for me,” Mike says.
Recently, he was invited to give a lecture on ambi-
tion and vocation to the undergraduate and graduate
business school students at the University of 
Notre Dame, his alma mater. “Please stay in touch!”
Mike says.    

1983
JEFFREY A. DUGGINS is a single parent of a
beautiful and lively 10-year-old girl, Hailee. He has
worked for the Rawlings Company for the past 
one and a half years. Hailee is a fifth-grader at
Chenoweth Elementary School. Jeffrey and Hailee
live in St. Matthews. “Wishing the best to all of the
Rocks and their families,” says “Skeeter” and
Hailee. 

1984
JIM CAMPBELL and his wife, Danae, are proud
to announce the birth of their first child, Will (9
pounds, 10 ounces, 21 inches), who was born
August 2, 2003. Jim and his family reside in
Glendora, Calif.

GENE P. STEIN is a senior mortgage banker with
First Residential Mortgage in Louisville. “If you or
someone you know are looking to buy a new home
or refinance your existing loan, please call me for
the ‘Trinity Friends and Family Discount Loan
Package,’” Gene says. “My telephone number is
800-585-9005 ext. 8853. I am licensed in all 50
states!” Gene’s wife, Heather (Sacred Heart ’88)
recently celebrated their 10-year wedding anniver-
sary. They have a beautiful 3-year-old daughter,
Elizabeth, who is going to be a big sister in January.

DR. TIMOTHY BRIAN TINKER is the officer-
in-charge of the 11th DENCO Detachment at
Marine Corps Air Station, Iwakuni, Japan. He has
been in the U.S. Navy Dental Corps since graduat-
ing from the University of Louisville Dental School
in 1993. Dr. Tinker and his wife, Therese, have a 2-
year-old daughter, Ellen.   

CHIP ZARING is a full-time daddy to two won-
derful little girls: Josee, 8, and Caitlyn, 6.

1985
GREG FLEECE moved to New York City in 2002
after attending graduate school and spending two
years doing package design work in Atlanta. He is
currently a senior graphic designer for Alessandro/
Weber Design, a strategic brand management com-
pany. “I’m having a great time in the big city,” he
says. “Go Rocks!”

WAYNE SHEPHERD still owns and operates At
The Post Visual Effects, a visual effects company in
Santa Monica, Calif. They recently finished effects
for the Warner Bros. movie, Looney Tunes, Back 
In Action.

1986
KURT JOHNSON and Mary Szwarc (Sacred
Heart ’85) are engaged to be married June 19, 2004,
at St. Patrick Catholic Church in Louisville. Kurt is
a service center manager for Valvoline, Inc. Mary is
vice president and director of monitoring services
for Balance Engineering, Inc.

1987
JAMES F. DAVIS and his wife, Allison (Presenta-
tion ’94), have two children: daughter, Christian
Ann, and son, Robert Preston. James is president of
Commonwealth Schools of Insurance. He and his
family reside in Prospect, Ky.

JAMES BRIAN KITTERMAN is a senior at
Indiana University Southeast after serving in the
U.S. Marine Corps. He is majoring in English and 
is scheduled to graduate in December 2004. He 
will purse a career in teaching. James resides in
Louisville. 

1988
CHRIS LINNANE earned an MBA degree from
the Anderson School of Management at UCLA in
2003. He resides in Los Angeles and works in
finance for Mattel.

ROBERT RAMSAY and his family recently
moved to Cincinnati, Ohio, after 11 years in Atlanta.
“We are happy to be closer to our family, including
my brother, Drew, class of 1991, who also lives in
Cincinnati,” Robert says.

1989
BRIAN HOEHLER decided to trade in criminal
law for God’s law and join the ministry after serv-
ing as a Cincinnati police officer for seven years. He
packed up his wife, Jalal, and their three kids (they
went willingly) and moved to the Alaskan bush to
attend Alaska Bible College. Brian is enjoying
being a student again (no tie this time!) and learning
all the wilderness skills it takes to be a “real”
Alaskan. “One Alaska sunset is all it takes to under-
stand Psalm 19:1,” he says. Brian would love to
hear from classmates. You can contact him at
hoehler@mail.com.

DAMON LANGE and his wife, Julie, announce
the birth of their first child, Emily Rae (6 pounds, 14
ounces, 19 1⁄4 inches), who was born August 14,
2003. Damon is a graduate of the University of
Louisville Speed Scientific School. He is currently
vice president of engineering of Stonestreet One,
Inc. and a partner in the company. Damon and his
family reside in Louisville.
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NEws from you (cont.)i

1989
DEL LEACHMAN and his wife, Lesley, are
excited to announce the birth of their first daughter,
Avery Kate (8 pounds, 13 ounces, 201⁄2 inches), who
was born June 30, 2003. Del is a mortgage broker
with Elm Financial Services, and Lesley is a rela-
tionship manager for National Processing Com-
pany. Del and his family reside in Louisville.

1990
MATT MATTINGLY and his wife, Christy,
announce the birth of their daughter, Sara Grace (7
pounds, 2 ounces, 17 3⁄4 inches), who was born
August 22, 2003. Matt and his family reside in
Murray, Ky. 

1991
MARK R. FUNKE and his wife, Nicki (Wilkins,
Mercy ’91), announce the birth of their second
child, Grace Allison, who was born March 10, 2003.
She joins her sister, Hannah, 21⁄2. Mark was pro-
moted to senior research engineer at Southwest
Research Institute the same week Gracie was born.
Nicki is an Army captain who has been stationed as
the head nurse at Fort Knox’s ER. She and the girls
moved back to Louisville in September. Mark will
follow in January as soon as he sells their house and
vests in the retirement program at the Institute. 

ROBERT J. ROGGENKAMP and his wife,
Courtney, proudly announce the birth of their sec-
ond child, Emma Grace, who was born Oct. 10,
2003. Big brother and future Rock, Patton, wel-
comed her home. Robert and his family reside in
Louisville.

CHRIS WOOTON is the public information offi-
cer for the Kentucky Pollution Prevention Center at
the University of Louisville. In this capacity, Chris
serves as editor of the center’s newsletter. He also
writes, designs and produces program and work-
shop brochures as well as articles for outside publi-
cation.

1992
DEREK BONIFER and Kristine Elizabeth Imhoff
were married August 9, 2003, in Traverse City,
Mich. Kristie is a graduate of Michigan State
University, and she is currently working for Ernst &
Young. Derek is a graduate of the University of
Kentucky, and he is an assistant vice president of
research for Griffin, Kubik, Stephens & Thompson,
Inc. The couple resides in Chicago.

CHRIS GRADY and Linda Marie Hammond were
married July 5, 2003, at St. Francis of Assisi Church
in Louisville. Chris is a graduate of the University
of Louisville, where he earned a BS degree in soci-
ology. He is currently a lead software test engineer
for IDX Systems Inc., a healthcare software com-
pany. Linda is a graduate of the University of North
Carolina, where she earned a BSBA degree from the
Kenan-Flagler Business School. She is currently the
manager of process definition and applications for
Service Net Solutions LLC. Michael S. Humphrey
’92 was the best man in the ceremony, along with
Steven Owen Jr. ’93, Steven P. Schulte ’94 and John
T. Neises ’94. The couple resides in Louisville. 
“Go Rocks!”

JASON C. SHEPHERD and Melissa J. Kenney
have announced their engagement to be married.
Melissa is a graduate of Mercy Academy and the
University of Louisville, where she earned a bache-
lor’s degree in political science and a Master’s
degree in acting. Melissa is also the daughter of
Trinity office staff member Lisetta Kenney. Jason is
a graduate of U of L’s Speed Scientific School,
where he earned a bachelor’s degree in civil engi-
neering.

1993
SHERMAN A. BROWN earned a BA degree from
Xavier University. He moved to Los Angeles “just
to go west.” “Look me up if you come to
California,” he says.

MATT EHRHARD and Sammy Samuels have
announced their engagement to be married. Matt is
a graduate of the University of Kentucky, where he
earned a BS degree in human biology and was a
member of Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity, and Logan
College in St. Louis, where he received a doctor of
chiropractic degree. He is clinic director of
Advanced Health Chiropractic. Sammy is a gradu-
ate of Sacred Heart Academy and Wittenberg
University, where she was a member of Delta
Gamma sorority. She is a sales representative with
Industrial Disposal. A January wedding will take
place at St. Louis Bertrand Catholic Church in
Louisville.

JOHN D. HANDLEY recently moved back to
Louisville after working with the St. Louis
Cardinals’ minor league teams for three years as an
athletic trainer. He now works for Progressive
Health, an outpatient physical therapy clinic.

CHRIS WEITER and his brother, Pat ’95, are the
owners of Play It Again Sports on Hubbards Lane in
St. Matthews. They have been successfully operat-
ing the store for three years.

1995
NICHOLAS A. “NICK” BROWN is attending
Jefferson Community College in Louisville and
working at Bahama Breeze. Nick has a 5-year-old
son, Bailey.

DOUG DREISBACH and Ann Kirchgessner have
announced their engagement to be married. He is an
editor for Bisig Impact Group’s Southern Gaming
magazine. Ann is a graduate of the University of
Kentucky, where she earned a bachelor’s degree in
social work. She is director of admissions at
Rockford Manor Nursing Home. The Rev. Robert
Osborne will perform the May 2004 wedding at Our
Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church.

DUSTIN PRICE is the assistant director of mem-
bership at the Lincoln Park Zoo in Chicago. “I’m
still cranking out the art,” he says.

PAT WEITER and his brother, Chris ’93, are the
owners of Play It Again Sports on Hubbards Lane in
St. Matthews. They have been successfully operat-
ing the store for three years.

1996
JOSH J. BLEIDT currently resides in Richmond,
Ky., and he has been opening new Hooters restaurants
for the past few years as a general manager. He also

serves on the Richmond Chamber of Commerce’s
New Member Recruitment Committee. He was
recently appointed to the Kentucky Restaurant
Association’s board of directors. Josh is the national
representative for the Phi Kappa Tau Fraternity as 
the Bluegrass East Domain director, overseeing the
Eastern Kentucky University, Transylvania Univer-
sity and Georgetown College chapters.

MATTHEW J. JANES and his wife, Lori, are
proud to announce the birth of their first child, Kylie
Michelle, who was born Oct. 14, 2003.

DANNY SORG was selected to the 2003 Men’s
Midwest All-Star Rugby Team. He competed in the
National All-Star Championships, held in Orlando,
Fla., Dec. 4-7. Danny is a member of the Louisville
Rugby Club. 

1997
FRANK J. METZGER II is working for Yum
Brands Inc. in Louisville as a programmer analyst.

JEFF PUGH and Julie Ortman were married
August 9, 2003, in Bellarmine Chapel at Xavier
University in Cincinnati, Ohio. Julie is a native of
Kokomo, Ind., and a graduate of Xavier University,
where she graduated cum laude with a BSBU
degree in human resources. She is currently work-
ing as a human resources generalist for the TFE
Group located in Hebron, Ky. Jeff is also a graduate
of Xavier University, where he earned a BA degree
in organizational communications. He is currently
working for the City of Cincinnati, where he is the
information coordinator for the City Manager’s
Public Information Office. The couple resides in
Cincinnati, Ohio.

ELI SCHOEN earned a bachelor of architecture
degree from the University of Kentucky in 2002. He
recently accepted a position with NASA to work at
the Kennedy Space Center at Cape Canaveral, Fla.
Eli is also pursuing a structural engineering degree
at the University of Central Florida.

1998
MARCUS MARSHALL earned a BS degree in
sports medicine from the University of Alabama in
May 2003. He is working for Mercy Hospital in
Cincinnati. 

2000
BO CALVERT placed first in the black and white
photography competition at this year’s Kentucky
State Fair. By placing first he moved on to the next
round, and he was later named Grand Champion.
He was awarded the Victor Hensley Award, a silver
bowl and $50 for his accomplishment. Bo is a stu-
dent at the University of Louisville.  

BEN WHITAKER is in his fourth year at
Bellarmine University. “Lots of things are happen-
ing,” he says. “Contact me.” Ben’s e-mail address is
cyberlaw72@hotmail.com.

2001
ANDREW WINGFIELD recently became a
nationally registered paramedic. He is also a
licensed paramedic in the commonwealth of
Kentucky. Andrew is a senior at Eastern Kentucky
University, where he is majoring in emergency
medical care and minoring in Spanish. 
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Roseanne Bauer Aton, 
mother of Randy ’64, Jim ’67 
(former faculty) and David ’70 Aton

Margaret Rose Burch King, 
mother of John King ’80; 
grandmother of Brandon Jaggers ’98,
Christopher Nold ’07 and 
John F. King Jr. ’08; 
aunt of Frank ’77, Dennis ’80, 
Danny ’86 and Mike ’83 Burch

Joseph W. Kurzendoerfer, 
father-in-law of Charles L. 
“Chic” Davis ’63; grandfather of
Charles L. “Lee” Davis ’89

Michael E. Miller ’68, 
brother of Richard ’70 and 
Russell ’75 Miller

Randall L. “Randy” Northcut ’67

Winkie Hollenbach Bartlett Ruebenstahl,
former wife of Louis J. Hollenbach Jr.,
first president of the Trini-Dads;
mother of L.J. “Todd” Hollenbach III
’57; grandmother of L.J. “Todd” IV
’78 (first Trinity alumnus who is the
son of an alumnus, an alumnus of the
first graduating class) and John ’79
Hollenbach; aunt of Jim Connell ’63
(faculty)

Jean Schulz, mother of Kevin ’73, 
Greg ’77 and Dan ’82 Schulz;
mother-in-law of Bill Brewer ’70;
grandmother of Bill ’89, Brian ’93
and Brad ’99 Brewer

Sally C. Welsh, 
mother of Nick Welsh ’07

Oscar T. Wilmes, 
father of David ’63, Gary ’64 and
Michael ’85 Wilmes; 
grandfather of David ’88, Chris ’90,
Steve ’90 and Matthew ’99 Wilmes

Richard L. Wilson

Barbara Ann Heitzman Woods, 
wife of Maurice “Woody” Woods
(former faculty); father of Mike ’75,
Chris ’77 and Jim ’80 Woods; 
grandfather of Brent Mullins ’99; 
brother of Tony Heitzman 
(former faculty) 

In Memoriam

What Have You Been Doing?

We’d like to know what’s going on in your life. Let us know about births, engagements, marriages, new jobs, awards, promotions,

hobbies or anything you’d like to share with your brother alumni. Submissions don’t have to be anything grand or special — just

let them know you’re still alive.

Photographs are now being accepted for the on-line version of “News from You.” Please enclose a photo with your submission

for the Trinity web page, which is located at www.thsrock.net.

NAME________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ CLASS YEAR____________

ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CITY / STATE / ZIP______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

HOME PHONE__________________________________________________________  WORK PHONE__________________________________________________________

E-MAIL ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________________

NEWS ITEM_______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Send information to: News from You, c/o Trinity High School Office for School Advancement, 4011 Shelbyville Road, Louisvillle,

Kentucky 40207. You may also fax us at (502) 899-2052 or e-mail wagoner@thsrock.net.



ot many people get to pursue their childhood passion
and turn it into a career as the star of their own TV show,
but Chris Fischer has.

Fischer, who grew up in Louisville, can be seen fishing for fun
— and for a living — on “Offshore Adventures” six times a week
on the ESPN networks.

The 35-year-old, who graduated from Trinity High School in
1987, docked his boat near Captain’s Quarters last week. Fischer
was there to take his father on a voyage he had promised his dad
when he was 10 years old.

“We used to spend time on the river fishing together when I
was a kid; I said that we would
take a trip on the Ohio and
down the Mississippi River to
the Gulf of Mexico and do the
whole Huckleberry Finn thing,”
Fischer said.

It was all just tall talk from a
boy who might have been Tom
Sawyer in another time. “I went
fishing almost every day after
school with my buddies from St.
Albert the Great grade school.
We were just crazy about it,”
Fischer said.

The boyhood dreams got put
on hold for a while after he
graduated from Indiana Univer-
sity and joined the family busi-
ness — manufacturing ice-making machines for soft-drink com-
panies. Fischer was sent to California and also managed the com-
pany’s business in Asia.

He was on the road more than off. “I worked all the time,” he
said. Then in 1997, a bigger firm swallowed up their smaller one.
Suddenly all he had on his hands was free time — and enough
money to relax — so he reverted to his boyhood pastime for a
couple of years.

“I started fishing the West Coast marlin circuit and, along the
way, met and fell in love with my wife, Melissa,” he said. He
also met a guy who made deep-sea-fishing TV shows for the
Outdoor Life Network, a guy who asked him to participate in a
couple of programs.

Fischer got hooked on the idea, but found that he didn’t like the
format of the shows: Just filming one fish after another being
caught seemed too narrow for his tastes — and the appetites of a
couple of fellow travelers with whom he had shipped out.

When Fischer began fishing the coastal waters he had acquired
not only a wife, but a 72-foot yacht he named Go Fisch after the

nickname his grade school buddies had bestowed on him. His
crew of two included Brett McBride as the skipper and David
Traylor, a gourmet chef.

“They knew all these killer places to go,” Fischer said. “We
traveled up and down the Pacific Coast fishing and snorkeling
places that Brett knew about. David would make us a gourmet
meal out of whatever we caught and from vegetables from local
towns we visited. Melissa loved checking out the villages and the
local culture.”

Then one day it occurred to Fischer that he had the makings of his
own TV show right onboard his boat — and the time was right to

chart a new direction in his life.
“I was in my early 30s by

then and worrying about what I
was going to do now, instead of
just hanging out. All the other
people my age were really get-
ting into the prime time of their
career, and I didn’t have any-
thing going.”

So Fischer went looking for a
cameraman and an editor who
could create a TV show out of
what had been a great hobby.
“We would make a TV show
out of all these incredible places
and adventures we were liv-
ing,” he said.

He approached Red Lobster
executives with the idea of a combination travel, fishing, cooking,
culture and lifestyle show. They bit and gave him some money to
get started. The Outdoor Life Network aired their first efforts last
year, but Fischer knew he needed a bigger audience to attract
more viewers and to make the whole enterprise profitable.

“I started bombarding ESPN with tapes, faxes, letters and calls, 
and they finally responded,” he said. “They get two- or three-
thousand program proposals a year and maybe choose three or
four, but they picked us up.

“Now we have 500,000 viewers a week, and the show is one
of the highest-rated outdoor shows on the air. It’s just
exploded,” he said.

The Go Fisch was on tour in Alaska two years ago when
Fischer told his wife one day about the promise he had made his
father when he was a boy.

“I told her that, before we had kids, we should just sell our
house in Newport Beach (Calif.), jump on the boat and keep that
promise.” So the crew traveled all the way down the Pacific coast
to the Panama Canal, across the Caribbean and upriver to pick up
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Fish Story 
How a Trinity Grad Turned a Hobby into his own Cable-TV Show
By Tom Dorsey, The Courier-Journal

ALUMNI NEWSi

Chris and Melissa Fischer, left, and Mary Lee and George Fischer,
posed in front of the 72-foot yacht Go Fisch. Fischer will soon take his
father on a voyage to the Gulf of Mexico that he had promised his dad

when he was 10 years old. BILL LUSTER, THE COURIER-JOURNAL

N
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his dad for this trip.
After this trip, Fischer and his wife plan to embark on another

phase of their lives. Fischer’s two brothers are raising families in Park
City, Utah. “We just bought a home there to be near some of my fam-
ily and only a short flight away from my wife’s home,” he said.

The Go Fisch will call Cabo San Lucas, Mexico, its home port.
“We’re going to modify our lifestyle. I’ll fly in with the camera-
man to shoot shows 10 to 12 days a month, 10 months a year —
and then fly home to settle down and start a family.”

One day in the not-too-distant future he may be reenacting that
opening scene from “The Andy Griffith Show” where the sheriff
and his son are walking down the road to the pond with fishing

poles on their shoulders — only the pond might be the Pacific. 
“I feel pretty lucky,” Fischer said.

The lure of fishing, even when he’s doing it year-round, has
never lost any of its luster.

“The fishing is still the same kind of fun it was when I was a
kid. I’ve never lost that,” Fischer said. “There is no place where I
feel as much at home as I do on the water.”

If you want the times of his shows, or more information about
the crew and episodes of the show, you can find it at www.off-
shoreadventures.tv.

(c) The Courier-Journal. This article was published in The Courier-Journal on

Nov. 4, 2003.

TRINITY THANKS THE FOLLOWING
celebraTion 2004 CORPORATE SPONSORS 

FOR THEIR GENEROUS SUPPORT:

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR VERY GENEROUS SPONSORS!

Beechmont Press
Bob Ray Company, Inc.
Commonwealth Mechanical
Cundiff Construction
Deyta, Inc.
Don Meredith Reprographics Co., Inc.
Edelen & Edelen Realtors
Family Built Development
Fifth Third Bank
Flynn Brothers Contracting, Inc.
Insuramax, Inc.
Kindred Hospitals, Louisville
Landscape Lighting Co., Inc.
Logan Lavelle Insurance Agency, LLC
Magnolia Place

Monsour Builders
Norton Healthcare
Parkway Medical Center
Pinnacle Properties of Louisville
Red Barn Mall
Robert Mattingly & Sons, Inc.
Rueff Sign Company
Smashgraphix
St. Clair Construction, Inc. 
Starr Promotions
Stock Yards Bank
Stonefield Trace
Trilogy Health Services
UBS Financial Services, Inc.
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ongratulations to Bill Hodapp ’82,
Alex Lindle ’94, Matt Rickert ’83
and David Troutman ’85 upon their

election to the Alumni Board of Directors.
These gentlemen were welcomed to the
board at the Sept. 8 meeting. 

The Board also expresses its appreciation
to departing board members J. Marty
“Bubba” Bowling ’75, Shawn Freibert ’91
and Matt Stein ’80 for their service to the
Alumni Assocation. 

Sean McGuire ’84 is the current chair of
the Alumni Board of Directors and the
Alumni Association and John Hollenbach
’79 is the chair-elect.

Your Alumni Board supports the Trininty
student in many ways. The annual Shamrock
Awards Dinner celebrates his academic
accomplishments. The Senior Breakfast is an
event for our soon-to-be alumni to enjoy the fruits of their four
Trinity years. The Father Kevin Caster Annual Fund Appeal is a
way for alumni to give financial treasure/support for Trinity
tuition assistance programs. Alumni help at the annual Open

House by speaking to prospective students
and parents about their Trinity experience.

In addition to these activities, the Alumni
Board sponsors many activities for alumni to
enjoy: the Sandy Newman Memorial Golf
Classic (formerly the Alumni Golf
Scramble), the Shamrock Bass Classic, the
Shillelagh Cup, the Hall of Fame Banquet
and class reunions. The Alumni Board also
names a Trinity alumnus as the Honor
Alumnus each year at graduation. Finally,
one member of the Alumni Board is a mem-
ber of the Trinity School Board’s Alumni
Relations Committee, ensuring good commu-
nication with the school’s governing body.

As you can see, we are an active associa-
tion at Trinity. 

These events don’t just happen; they
require a collective effort from our alumni.

As proud alumni, we readily devote our TIME, TALENT and
TREASURE to the school we love. The Alumni Association and
the Alumni Board of Directors are extensions of you at Trinity.

Our newest board members will serve in this mission.

NEW ALUMNI BOARD MEMBERS ELECTED

C

12

Bill Hodapp ’82 Alex Lindle ’94

Matt Rickert ’83 David Troutman’85

hree Trinity alumni were named to the Business First
“Forty Under 40” list. Business First, a weekly news-
paper, produces the list each year to introduce its readers

to 40 dynamic people under the age of 40 who are making 
significant contributions to the Greater Louisville area. The list
was published in the Sept. 19, 2003, edition of Business First. 

The listees represent a variety of businesses, government, edu-
cation and nonprofit entities. They also work with numerous char-
ities and non-profit organizations. Business First Publisher Tom
Monohan wrote: “The leadership these people provide to their
businesses, neighborhoods, churches, civic and charitable organi-
zations and the community at large will go a long way toward
determining the future of Greater Louisville.” 

Last spring, Business First readers nominated 200 individuals
for “Forty Under 40” consideration. A panel of four independent
judges chose the final 40.

The three Trinity alumni represented on the list are Terry
Malone ’83, Kenneth K. Hodge Jr. ’84 and Trinity employee J.
Timothy Culver ’82.

Malone, 38, is vice president (owner/manager) of JC Malone
Associates/Malone Staffing, where he has been since 1993. He
holds a BA degree in communications and a minor in business
from Western Kentucky University and an MBA degree from the
University of Louisville. Terry and his wife, Paula, live in
Louisville.

Hodge, 37, is president of Red Oak Properties, LLC. He holds
a BSBA degree (accounting) from the University of Louisville.
Ken and his wife, Sarah, have two children.

Culver, who has since turned 40, is executive director of the
Trinity High School Foundation. He has held the position since
2001. Tim holds a BA degree in broadcast journalism from
Western Kentucky University. He is single with two children.

THREE ALUMNI NAMED TO “FORTY UNDER 40” LIST

T

Moving? Let Trinity Know.
New addresses should be sent to: Trinity Office for School Advancement, 
4011 Shelbyville Road, Louisville, KY 40207. PHONE: (502) 893-7625 / FAX: (502) 899-2052
E-MAIL: wagoner@thsrock.net
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ater, water everywhere and not a drop to drink.”
That famous quote took on new meaning Sept. 22
at the fourth annual Shillelagh Cup competition

held at Nevel Meade Golf Course.  
The first wave of golfers arrived at the course as the steady rain

continued to pelt the prac-
tice range. Streams ran the
fairways and puddles cov-
ered parts of the greens.
Undaunted by the weather,
the first 24 enthusiastic
players wanted to tee off.
Who cared about a little 
wet ground? With joy in
their hearts and an intense
desire for competition, they
teed off — a little late, a 
little wet, but with much
enthusiasm. 

Because there were so
many entries in this grow-
ing event, the field was
divided into two waves. Each team had 60 players, which was up
from 48 players per team last year. The Shillelagh Cup format is
16 singles matches and 22 four-ball matches. Each match is worth
one point, with a tie earning a half point. The first six 4-ball
matches were played in the morning and the remainder of the
matches was played in the afternoon. Since Trinity held the Cup
from the previous year, St. X had to gain 191⁄2 points to win. 

It was a wild and wicked ride that day. Of the 38 matches
played, 22 were decided in the last two holes. At the end of the 
22 four-ball matches, the score was tied at 11. (Eleven points is
Trinity’s highest total ever in the 4-ball competition.) As in years
past, the Shillelagh Cup came down to the nine 2-ball matches
still out on the course. 

With only three matches left, Trinity held a 1-point lead. That
meant that St. X had to win two of the remaining three matches to
wrestle the Cup away. It looked good for the Rocks. However, with
one match left, the score was tied once again. The outcome rested
on the shoulders of the Hunter Cassady ’93 (Trinity)/Mike Hardy
(St. X) match. Both golfers faced a birdie putt on the final hole —
Hardy a 25-footer and Cassady an 8-footer. More than 50 people

circled the green to watch. Hardy had to make his putt and Cassady
had to miss for X to win. Calmly and with great control, Hardy
stroked his putt and the ball dropped to the bottom of the cup.

It was now Cassady’s turn. His putt was straight, the gallery
leaned forward and the ball did a 360 lip-out. St. X won the Cup

for the first time, and the
tension was released by
shouts of joy and groans of
sadness from the observers. 

A wonderful time was
had by all. Amazingly, after
four years of competition
the cumulative score and
point total is dead even.
What a fitting tribute to the
caliber of the event and the
consistency of the players
and organizers. The overall
Shi l le lagh Cup record
stands at Trinity 1, St.
Xavier 1 and 2 ties. Trinity
has retained the cup for the

past three years after a victory in the inaugural Shillelagh Cup and
ties in years two and three.

At the end of this great day, a flock of Canadian geese flew
overhead. With resounding honking, they reestablished their 
position in the middle of fairway 7 as if to say, “You had your fun,
humans. Now we take back our peace... and water.”

Many thanks to the following people and companies for making
this event possible: Chris Tompkins ’78 and David Troutman ’85
and their St. X counterparts, George Brutcher and Don Mucci, for
organizing the Shillelagh Cup tournament; Chris’ wife, Lisa, and
David’s wife, Shannon, for volunteering at the event; Karem’s
Deli & Catering (Louie Karem ’83) for providing the food and
drink; Nevel Meade Head Pro Tom Rabbeth and his staff; and
Brown Waterhouse Kaiser for donating the Shillelagh Cup trophy. 

You can view more Shillelagh Cup photos and the complete
results by visiting http://www.thsrock.net/alumni/ShillelaghCup/
Shillelagh_Cup_2003.html. 

Mark your calendar now for the 2004 Shillelagh Cup —
Monday, Sept. 20, 2004.

ROCKS FALL IN SHILLELAGH CUP FOR FIRST TIME
By John Kahl ’69, Shillelagh Cup Captain

“W

Trinity Captain John Kahl ’69 surrenders the Shillelagh Cup to St. X’s 
Don Mucci (left) and George Brutcher.
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ision. That’s what has made Don
Jones ’73 the successful businessman
he is today.

Jones recently was named president and
CEO of Woof & Company, an upscale pet
retailer based in New Jersey. The operation
specializes in the sale of purebred puppies
and puppy/dog-related supplies and acces-
sories, a market that is the fastest-growing
segment of retail.

Prior to that, Jones was senior vice president
of the Gap Brand northeastern zone, where he
managed $1.6 billion in stores and operations
and oversaw more than 16,300 associates.
Since 1980, he also has held executive roles
with the Target Corporation, Marshall Field’s,
Lechmere and R.H. Macy’s to name a few.

But to understand who Don Jones is and how he got there, one
has to go back to his days at Trinity High School.

It started with his mother’s sense that there was something spe-
cial about the East End school that she wanted her sons, Paul ’68
and Don, to attend. For Don, it meant being the only African
American in his freshman class, a kid from the Sheppard Square
housing project who chose to attend Trinity at a time when most
kids from the West End were going to Flaget.

“Flaget was old and established, and it took a lot of faith to go
to Trinity,” Jones said.

“Think about it,” he continued. “This was a period when John
F. Kennedy, Martin Luther King Jr. and Bobby Kennedy were
assassinated. A time when race riots were taking place. A time of
protests and Vietnam. And here I was going to school in a neigh-
borhood that I didn’t even know existed outside the projects.”

He tells the story of a house on Lexington Road that he used to

ride by and how he told classmate Paul
Mershon that he would buy it some day, to
which Mershon replied, “Yes, you will, Don,
and you will call it the Jones Estate.”

They laugh about it now. But the truth is, at
that time, Jones didn’t think it was possible to
buy something of that magnitude. The only
world Jones knew was a three-bedroom apart-
ment with seven siblings and his mother.

So how did a kid from the projects even
afford the $250 Trinity tuition at such a time?

“Father Duerr told my mother that if my
brother and I wanted to attend Trinity, he
would make it happen,” Jones said. “I worked
summers at Trinity, waxing floors and, during
the school year outside of basketball season, 
I collected trash after school. 

“My mother had a vision of what she wanted for my brother
and me, and that was Trinity. It was tough. But it also was one of
the most loving times of my life because of the inclusion and love
that Trinity gave me.”

It was that acceptance that changed Jones forever.
“I never, ever, ever, ever had any unkind thing said to me,” he

said. “It was unbelievable! It happened everywhere else, but not
at Trinity — which was amazing in 1970.”

“During my four years, African Americans came and went. But
there was never a doubt that Trinity was where I belonged. Never
a doubt. I just felt good about being there.”

Jones attributes that feeling to a group of classmates —
mostly basketball teammates — whom he calls the “core of
whom we are today.”

Mershon. Tony Siegel ’73. Gary Stich ’73. Phil Thieneman
’73. Kevin Mullin ’73. Mike Perkins ’73. Doug Wilson ’73.

Don Jones ’73

Alumni Profilei

Don Jones ’73
By Tim Culver ’82
Executive Director, Trinity High School Foundation
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NEW SALUTE TO ALUMNI
★ ★ ★ ATTENTION 1978-82 ALUMNI! ★ ★ ★

In celebration of Trinity’s 50th anniversary year 2003-04, we would like to salute our alumni

fathers and sons. John Kahl ’69, Trinity teacher and creator of the 

Salute to Alumni in Uniform, will compile the information. Mr. Kahl is having a particularly

tough time finding alumni fathers and sons for the years 1978 through 1982. 

If you and your son(s) are Trinity alumni, please send your names and class years to

kahl@thsrock.net.
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It was a group of guys who bickered over who would let Jones
stay at their house on weekends.

“If it weren’t for Gary, I wouldn’t have been able to play bas-
ketball because the buses quit running at a certain time. He drove
me home from practice every day at a time when it was very
unusual to see someone other than an African American coming
into the projects. Of course, that could have been because he was
6 foot 7,” Don said, laughing.

“And I can’t tell you the number of times we would stop by
Tony Siegel’s house on the way to school and his mom fed me
breakfast, knowing that I was hungry,” he added.

Then there was the Mershon family.
“Paul would invite me to dinner at his house on a regular

basis,” Jones said. “One night, while everyone was gathered
around the table, he very casually said, ‘Donnie’s going to come
live with us sometimes.’ This was a 15-year-old making a matter-
of-fact statement.”

Not one family member even batted an eye over the comment.
Jones would stay with the Mershons, sometimes a week or month
at a time, regularly visiting his mother during that period. He
became a “family member” and found a father figure in E. Ollie
Mershon, Paul’s dad, whom Jones affectionately refers to as E.O.

“My father was not present in the home, so from 1970 until
E.O.’s death in 1999, I was under the tutelage of this man who
became my father, mentor, confidant and friend. He was always
telling me, ‘Go and do, Don. Go and do. You can do that.’”

Jones, who left Louisville in 1979, said that he always kept in
touch with E.O., who was his constant inspiration and motivation.

One story he likes to share is a time when E.O. was driving behind
a vegetable truck and several heads of lettuce fell off. E.O. pulled
over and told the driver, “You’re not going to be able to use these,
so I’m going to take them, clean them up and help feed the poor.”

“That’s who E.O. was,” Jones boasted. “He read everything he
could get his hands on. He was an avid reader, and he had a spe-
cial connection with God. That’s important.” 

The impact on Don was so significant that he recently created
the E. Ollie Mershon Memorial Scholarship at Trinity to honor
the man who played such a powerful role in the life of the small
kid from the projects who is now a successful entrepreneur, busi-
nessman, father and husband.

“Trinity helped me meet E.O. and the Mershons,” Jones said.

“This scholarship is a connecting of the dots of continuity to
remember everything he did for Trinity and what he did for me.”

“It makes sense to recognize this educated and spiritual man
and his relationship with this educational and spiritual institution
known as Trinity,” Jones said, choking up with emotion. “E.O.
was one of the first ‘fathers’ of Trinity, and he had an absolute
love for the school and humanity.”

Jones says his goal is to make the Mershon Scholarship the
largest endowed scholarship at Trinity.

“You help people pull themselves up by the bootstraps who
have had a tough way of life. That’s what I want to do with this.”

His fondness of Mershon is so deep that his youngest son,
Oliver, is named after E.O.

Jones also said his experience at Trinity went well beyond
the education.

“It was most important for me to see what was possible in life
and what could be for me, as well as the relationships I developed.
That was equally as important as the education.”

Now, some 30 years later, Don finds himself seeing what is
possible and taking on a new opportunity with Woof &
Company. There currently are 11 stores throughout the Northeast
and plans to open 84 more stores in the next five years, all under
his guidance.

As he does so, the influence of his mother and E. Ollie Mershon
is quite evident.

“I’m a creative, innovative, entrepreneur-type of guy, and I’ve
always been with big companies,” Jones said. “I have an oppor-
tunity now to grow something. I believe some of us are born to
create, innovate, inspire and motivate. It’s a goal for our soul. It’s
who we are!”

“Failing is never an option for me,” he continued. “I have the
confidence to run a successful organization. This venture is a
level above a start-up, but every company, every school — every-
thing in life — begins as a start-up. It’s like that leap of faith I
took to go to Trinity. This is no different. I’m going to take this
business and drive it.

“If Nieman Marcus had a pet strategy, it would be Woof &
Company. The most fun I can have is when I’m challenged. This
is totally different from anything I’ve ever done, and I’m having
the most fun of my life right now.”

That, from a man with a vision.
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BOWLING GREEN, Ky. 
wo of the top teams in NCAA Division I-AA football
will meet tomorrow in Macomb, Ill., when No. 2-
ranked Western Illinois (3-1) plays host to No. 5
Western Kentucky (3-1). The Gateway Conference
rivals will vie for an early edge in the league race in

a game that could come down to the final seconds.
It’s the kind of matchup that could be

decided by someone who is 6 feet tall and
165 pounds. Enter Western Kentucky kicker
Matt Lange, who never has attempted a field
goal in college with the game on the line. In
fact, before this season, he never had an
attempt as a college kicker, period.

Not to worry says Mike Die tze l ,
Western’s special-teams coach. The Hill-
toppers have faith in Lange, who despite
limited game experience has emerged as
one of the best kickers in I-AA.

The Trinity High School product opened
the season by converting a school-record 10
straight field-goal attempts. He leads I-AA
in field goals per game (2.5) and is the divi-
sion’s most accurate kicker (10 of 11) with
at least 10 tries. His miss came Saturday
when he had a 30-yarder blocked at Auburn.

That was a last-minute kick. Of course,
the Hilltoppers were trailing 48-3.

What might happen if Western Kentucky
needs a pressure kick tomorrow?

“I feel great about it,” Dietzel said. “We
practice it, and he’s been in some wars, some battles. And
remember, he played at Trinity. He played in the Trinity-St. X
game. There’s 40,000 (fans) at that game, so he’s tested. He’ll do
a good job.”

Lange said he’s ready.
“I like the pressure situations,” he said. “I’m out there all by

myself, and it’s up to me. ... A lot of big games come down to spe-
cial teams, not just me. But I’m confident that whatever we have
to kick, I can do it.”

For a long time at Western Kentucky, it was up to someone else.
After a standout high school career, Lange enrolled at Western in
1999 as a walk-on after being recruited by then-assistant coach
David Elson, who liked the idea of getting a player with a “live
leg” from a tradition-rich program.

But the Hilltoppers had a solid kicker in Peter Martinez the past
three years, and Lange appeared in just one game, making an

extra-point attempt last season. Even during practice there was 
little to do — so much so that Lange would invent games with 
fellow special-teamers, such as chucking footballs into garbage
cans a la David Letterman.

“We had a lot of time on our hands,” Lange said.
Fun took his mind off frustration.
“You’re waiting the whole time, and it’s real difficult to moti-

vate yourself to go to lifting and meetings,”
he said. “You miss out on a lot of stuff in
college to just come out to practice and sit
there and not get any opportunities.”

Lange got his big break this past off-sea-
son with the departure of Martinez. He won
a battle with fellow senior Wilson Wicker-
ham and junior Brian Claybourn for the
kicking job.

Dietzel has a scientific yet simple ap-
proach to evaluating kickers. He charted
every field-goal attempt and every extra-
point try during practice. After each player
had put in between 250 and 300 kicks,
Dietzel crunched the numbers. Lange regis-
tered at 84 percent (extra-point tries are
included), Wickerham at 80 and Claybourn
at 79.

If the percentages had been close, it would
have been a judgment call. But for Dietzel,
who has been working with kickers for more
than a decade, there was enough separation.

“Charting kicks is a critical part of devel-
oping a kicker because now it’s not haphaz-

ard and you’re asking, ‘Who did you think did better?’ ” Dietzel
said. “You have actual numbers. That gives (the competition)
validity and makes every kick important.”

The first field-goal kick of Lange’s college career came in the
season opener against Union (Ky.) last month. He wished the
Hilltoppers had gotten closer for the attempt, but he calmly
booted through a 46-yarder. The highlight of his season so far was
in a 36-3 victory over Eastern Kentucky, when he connected on a
school-record five field goals and earned Gateway Conference
Special Teams Player of the Week honors.

When Lange hit a 24-yarder early in the fourth quarter at
Auburn, he set a school record with 10 consecutive makes,
breaking a tie with Will Sweeney (1994) and Chris Pino (’93).
Lange blamed himself for the streak ending when his 30-
yarder was blocked.

“I knew it was a bad kick,” he said. “I hit the top of the ball.”

T

HILLTOPPERS’ LANGE FINALLY GETS HIS KICKS 
Trinity grad waited his turn, now ranks among best in I-AA
By Michael Grant, The Courier-Journal

Western Kentucky kicker Matt Lange has
made 10 of 11 field-goal tries this season
and leads NCAA Division I-AA with 2.5 

field goals per game. PHOTO BY JIM ROSHAN, 

SPECIAL TO THE COURIER-JOURNAL
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Elson, now Western’s head coach, is particularly happy for
Lange — a player who clearly has paid his dues. Elson had hoped
to put him on scholarship but ran out of grants. Lange is sched-
uled to graduate in December with a degree in marketing.

“It’s been a pleasant surprise,” Elson said. “He deserves it.

When you really think about it, how many times did that kid came
out here day after day for five years and only get a kick or two and
nothing else? That’s a credit to him and his character.”

(c) The Courier-Journal. This article was published in The Courier-Journal on

Oct. 3, 2003.

rinity’s eagerly awaited history book, The Spirit of Trinity,
is expected to hit the stands in Summer 2004. In the
Summer 2003 issue of the Trinity Leader, we asked

alumni to submit their stories for consideration for publication in
the history book or the Leader. Printed below are the three stories
we received. We hope you enjoy reading them as much as we did. 

JACK HETTINGER ’63
At first I thought I didn’t recognize Trinity
during the tour I enjoyed while at my Class of
’63 Reunion in July 2003 — like I was in
another institution. After a day or so, it
seemed as if all the new facilities were simply
an extrapolation of the Trinity I knew. For
instance, we may not have had the TV studio,
but we had Father Davin and his considerable

experience with The Courier-Journal. And, of course, the dark-
room, typing room and tiny layout room.

Trinity has always prepared her men well. I know that some
other “Father Davin” is in charge of journalism and always will
be. Incidentally, I may have learned one of my best lessons
about life from Father Davin. When I intentionally messed up a
boy’s name in the yearbook to get even with the kid, Father
caught me on the error and fired me on the spot! I remember that
moment, and I have always lived the lesson of acting like a pro-
fessional, whatever your age. Much of the formation of charac-
ter happened in the classroom, and a lot beyond it.

Here’s the way it happened: Mr. Tierney had returned a short-
answer, gotcha-type quiz to us that morning. A little while later, 
I happened to be near Mark Tollefson (great guy and student
whose family moved to California after freshman year) when Mr.
Tierney came along and Mark told him something like, “I was
sure I’d flunk the quiz because I answered only one of the ques-
tions.” Mark was not looking for flattery; I remember he sounded
a bit worried. 

Anyway, my ears perked up because I had answered all four
questions and got a B, and here was Mark passing on one
answer. Mr. Tierney replied, saying something like, “But what
you did write was so good I felt you deserved an A. I thought,

What the heck is going on? Then Mr. Tierney pointed out some
of Mark’s sharp ideas. He actually remembered in detail what
Mark had written.

Then I got it. I was 14, but I got it. Mark deserved his A because
he had gone above and beyond what was expected, and Mr.
Tierney respected him enough as a learner to evaluate him on
these terms. 

I have to admit that by this time I was eavesdropping. And it
was a good thing for me: here was a respected teacher talking to
a boy as an equal. I have always remembered this moment and,
more than a few times, applied the lesson: sometimes your stu-
dents are way ahead of you, and you have to see that. There’s the
assignment, and there’s the transcendent performance. 

I also realize now that transcendence can be hard to spot;
usually it’s bull, those airy generalizations without proof or
evidence. But I knew at that moment 44 years ago that Mark
had somehow done something special, and Mr. Tierney saw
it; and I bet it simply did not jump off the page at him either.
We bug students to take big risks, but we have to do the same
with them.

KEVIN MULLIN ’73
My class celebrated our 30-year reunion in
July 2003. I didn’t realize everything I had
learned from and missed about my Trinity
experience until my son, Josh, graduated
from Trinity in 2001. 

While I did well in the classroom and par-
ticipated in basketball, I was not what you
would call a big party animal or socialite. 

I made several close friends during those years, but Josh has made
friends he will be close with for life. He participated in several
sports and activities and loved school life. I’m very happy for
him, but at the same time I’m a little jealous that I didn’t take
advantage of the same opportunities.

In retrospect, we are two very different personalities, and it
would have been unreasonable for me to have achieved the same
results as Josh.

ROCK Stories

T

continued on next page
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ROCK Stories continued from page 17

After graduating from Trinity, I went on to the University of
Louisville, worked full-time and attended classes. No party ani-
mal emerged. I now work for an insurance company as an under-
writer. Josh teases me about my social life — or lack thereof —
but I’m happy just following his dreams as well as my daughter’s
latest endeavor.

Josh is currently attending Georgetown College. He plays foot-
ball for the school, and in doing so he has had the opportunity to
be on NAIA national championship and runner-up teams so far 
in his college career. Josh is majoring in history. He wants to
teach and coach at Trinity after he graduates.

As an alumnus, I try to stay active in supporting and pro-
moting Trinity through various activities during the year, but
I’m afraid I’m destined to be known as “Josh’s Dad” for the
rest of my years. And that doesn’t bother me at all. I’m proud
of my son and what he has taught me, and I’m proud to be a
Trinity alum!

BO HOFFMANN ’01
I transferred to Trinity in October of my
sophomore year from a public school in
Stroudsburg, Pa. I was wary of the idea of
attending an all-boys school and having to
wear a uniform, but I figured I’d make the
best of it.

One of the first people who greeted me was
Father Domhoff. He showed me around

school and, as we were walking the halls and talking, I men-
tioned that I wrestled. Father immediately took me to meet 

the wrestling coach, Eddie Rudolph. I have never felt more 
welcomed by anyone.

Practice started three days later, and one year and some
months after that meeting, I’ll never forget running across the
mat and jumping into his arms — the smile on his face could
have lit up the heavens. I was Coach Rudolph’s first state
champion. 

Just the other day, two years removed from those halls my
friends and I called home for so long and still cherish, Eddie and
I sat on my living room couch, watching “Sports Center” and
catching up on lost time. 

That is Trinity — those teachers and coaches who become your
friends. It’s Mike Jones who comes out on a Tuesday night to
watch a group of graduates from the Class of 2001 play softball
at Seneca Park, and who’ll take time out on a Sunday to play
hearts with us at his kitchen table. Trinity is Joe Thompson, who
taught me that to be a leader it takes more than just leading a team
to victory — you have to do the right things off the field, too.
Trinity is Father Hemmerle, who believed in me and all my
dreams, and that I would make them come true. Trinity is the life-
long friends I made, who stormed the mat when I won that state
championship. They were also there to hold me up the next year
when I didn’t. Trinity is Father Zettel, who taught me German
first period sophomore year — a person who welcomed me with
loving arms and whom I hold in the highest regard for all he has
taught me about life. Father Zettel embodies all that is Trinity, as
do so many others. 

Trinity has forever shaped my soul and will forever be a part of
my life. MAXIMO ANIMI ARDORE.

2004 CLASS REUNION UPDATE
Planning has begun for all 2004 class reunions. Classes celebrating reunions are 1959, ’64, ’69, ’74, ’79, ’84,

’89, ’94 and ’99. Reunion committees are working to set dates and finalize the details. 
Please phone Trinity’s Office for School Advancement at (502) 893-7625 for more information or to get

involved in planning your reunion. Reservations are a must! 
You’ll receive information about your reunion via mail after the holidays. 

You can also check http://www.thsrock.net/alumni/reunions.html for information.

You can reach Trinity’s Web site,designed and 
maintained by webmaster Steve Eastman and our students, at

http://www.thsrock.net or e-mail us at: trinity@thsrock.net
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n Seattle, Steve Raible may well be the answer to
a trivia question: Who has seen the most
Seahawks football games?

As the Seahawks enter their 28th season, Raible
has missed three games — thanks to a collapsed lung
in 1981 — his sixth and final year as a wide receiver.
Since then, he has broadcast Seahawks games. So,
counting preseason and playoffs, he has seen more
than 500 contests.

“Let me tell you, some of the football we’ve played,
I don’t know if that’s a subject of pride or whether
somebody would think, well, you need your head
examined,” Raible said recently from KIRO televi-
sion, where he has been a news anchor for 11 years.

In Louisville, he is the unlikely answer to a trivia question:
Who was the first Trinity High School athlete to play in the
National Football League?

This, he says, was more a matter of timing than talent.
“I certainly wasn’t the best football player to come out of there,

either before my time or after me,” he said. “There were some
great, great football players.” 

Raible left Louisville 31 years ago to play football and run
track at Georgia Tech. (He had been a state 100-yard dash cham-
pion and achieved a personal best of 9.5 seconds.) In those days,
Trinity had a Tech connection: Dennis Scully and Alan
Hennessey went to Atlanta before Raible. And Tech had a
Louisville connection: Assistant coach Jerry Glanville success-
fully recruited four other Louisville players the year he signed
Raible.

“He was just as nuts then as he is now,” Raible said of
Glanville. “He was quite a charmer.”

Later, as a pro coach, Glanville used to leave tickets at the
will-call window for Elvis Presley — just in case the King
showed up. All things considered, an Elvis sighting at a National
Football League game might have seemed more likely than a
Steve Raible sighting.

At Tech, Pepper Rodgers took over as coach for Raible’s last
two seasons and installed the wishbone offense — a scheme that
turns pass-catchers into spectators. He moved Raible to tight end
— at 6 feet 2, 200 pounds. But the wishbone turned out to be a
blessing in disguise for Raible, a late bloomer.

“It sort of accentuated what I did well and masked what I 
didn’t do very well,” he said. “I caught the ball pretty well, but I
didn’t run very good pass routes. You didn’t have to in the wish-
bone. . . . I always played special teams, and I was always fast and
I didn’t mind hitting people.”

To his astonishment, the brand-new Seahawks made him a 
second-round draft pick in 1976.

“I was a little bit surprised that I lasted six years,”
he said. “I kind of had an idea that I might stick
around for a little while, at least, because a team,
even if they make a mistake (in the draft), they don’t
want to admit it by getting rid of you too early.”

Seattle folks who never saw him play know him
now as the news anchor of KIRO-TV. He has won
five Emmys during a broadcasting career that’s
taken him from cooking shows to Kosovo. He still
does Seahawks games on radio — meaning that, this
time of year, he works seven days a week. Call it
work ethic. Or love of the game. Both go back to his
days at Trinity under coach Jim Kennedy.

“I do a lot of speaking out here in Seattle,” he said,
“and I go back to those four words that they had on our helmets,
even then ... ‘pride, loyalty, discipline and achievement.’

“Those words literally, I have carried with me for 35 years and
hope to for another 35, because they so transcend everything you
do, not just sports. In the realm of football, if you don’t have those
four kinds of anchors to hang on to, the game is too difficult —
and you work too hard — so I’ve always taken pride in it....

“So that meant a lot to me — Trinity, to this day, means an
awful lot to me.”

It’s one thing to move from the football field to a sports
announcing job. But to move from the sports booth to the news
anchor’s chair is rare, indeed. Raible got there through crafts-
manship and patience. He worked on a magazine show, then a
noon news-and-features telecast.

“I had a period where the viewers could get to know me in this
other role, as a news person and as an interviewer,” he said. “I
was given the opportunity to learn kind of on the job and slowly
but surely worked my way into other newscasts.”

How did a sportscaster escape type-casting and become a
newscaster? Again, he goes back to Trinity.

“The ability to write, first and foremost, was one of the things
that they so heavily worked with us on at Trinity, and so I was
able to write from the time I got out of school.” 

While crossing over from sports to news, he paid his dues —
occasionally in dignity. As in the time he played straight man
to comedian Dom Deluise, who was promoting an Italian
cookbook.

“I’ve given the news of the day, and now about 12:30 or so I’m
out here with an apron on, cooking with Dom Deluise. It was hys-
terical. He’s insane, and he’s slicing zucchinis and flipping them
at the cameramen and pouring sauce on the table....

“People remember moments like that far more than they do the
hard news of the day for the most part... it makes you more human

WHAT’S UP WITH...? STEVE RAIBLE 
Original Seahawk remains a jewel in Emerald City
By C. Ray Hall, The Courier-Journal

I

Steve Raible ’72 has been
a news anchor for 

KIRO-TV in Seattle for
the past 11 years.

continued on next page
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to those people who see you only giving bad news, and that’s, I
think, pretty good, frankly.”

Raible is 49. He has lived more than half his life in Seattle, one
of the country’s most magnetic cities.

“It’s a great place,” he said, adding this qualifier: “I tell people
who move here to work, if you don’t like the drizzle and the gray
skies for about five months a year, it’ll drive you crazy.

“But it’s got remarkable natural beauty, and the people are
wonderful. I’ve made a lot of friends. I met my wife out here, and
my best friends are here, so it’s not a place I’m looking to leave
any time soon.”

Seattle has been very good to Raible. But then, he has been
very good to Seattle. The United Way twice named him Volunteer
of the Year. Big Brothers and Big Sisters declared him Male Role
Model of the Year.

Two years ago he received an NCAA Silver Anniversary
Award, given to athletes who have distinguished themselves 25
years after graduation. Other recipients that year included Steve
Largent, a Seahawks teammate and former congressman.

As if a seven-day-a-week job wasn’t enough, Raible is also part
owner of a winery, Chandler Reach Vineyards, in Washington’s

Yakima Valley.
He and Sharon, his wife of 22 years, have a 10-acre farm in

Enumclaw (pronounced EE-num-claw), an hour’s commute
from Seattle.

Enumclaw is a Native American word, he notes: “It means evil
wind. It’s right in the foothills of the Cascades, and the winds
come howling down the passes.”

The Raibles also have a sunny retreat in Arizona, far from
Seattle’s gray skies.

Raible returned to Louisville this summer to help his parents,
Carl and Lee, celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary.
Unavoidably, the news-and-sports guy thought about the weather.

“I would go out for walks in the morning down along the river
and near died,” he said. “I have just gotten so far away from that
kind of humidity now. Oh, my Lord.”

As he said this, the Ohio Valley lay under a blanket of August
heat, haze and humidity.

“I’m glad I’m out here,” he said with a chuckle, “because it’s
another nice day in paradise.”

(c) The Courier-Journal. This article was published in The Courier-Journal on

Sept. 1, 2003.

STEVE RAIBLE continued from page 19

Student Prospect
Recommendation
Trinity is always on the lookout for outstanding young

men to carry on its tradition of excellence. If you know 

of a young man whom you would like to recommend 

to Trinity and have him added to our Student Prospect

List, please complete the form below and return to:

Trinity Student Prospect, Trinity High School Office

for School Advancement, 4011 Shelbyville Road,

Louisville, Kentucky 40207.

If you or someone you know would like a tour of Trinity,

please call (502) 893-7625, fax us at (502) 899-2052 or 

e-mail Roger Burkman at burkman@thsrock.net.

YOUR NAME _________________________________________________________________________

PHONE ___________________________________

STUDENT PROSPECT NAME____________________________________________________________

ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________________

PHONE__________________________________________________________ GRADE_____________

SCHOOL______________________________________________________________________________

HOBBIES / INTERESTS_________________________________________________________________
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he Trinity High School Foundation held its 1953 Society
Dinner on Sept. 24. Some 250 people attended the event,
which is an opportunity to recognize and show appreciation

for all donors of $1,000 or more as well as creators of scholarships.
The dinner coincided with the Foundation Board’s 20th anniver-

sary, which served as the catalyst for the presentation of the third
“Steiny Award.” The 2003 Steiny was given to those who helped
create the board in 1983: Bill Ballard ’58, John Brenzel ’58, John

Grenough and Claire Patenaude. The award is presented to an indi-
vidual who exemplifies the true spirit of Monsignor Alfred W.
Steinhauser, Trinity’s first principal, through his or her outstanding
support and service to Trinity High School. Scholarship recipients
also were recognized.

One of the highlights of the evening was a performance by the
Trinity Singers, with a marvelous solo performed by senior
Trinity Singer Elliot Brown.

Campus Newsi

THS FOUNDATION HOSTS 1953 SOCIETY DINNER

T

enior Elliot Brown sang his way to the $3,000 Grand Prize
Award at the Mid-South Fair Youth Talent Contest in
Memphis, Tenn., on Sept. 27, singing “This is The

Moment” from the musical Jekyll and Hyde. In addition to the
$3,000, he received a trophy and
an audition with CBS Television.

But that’s not all Elliot accom-
plished that weekend. On Friday
evening, Sept. 26, he sang the
national anthem and “God Bless
America” at the Trinity-St .
Xavier football game at Papa
John’s Cardinal Stadium. Elliot’s
weekend went something like
this : He drove to Memphis
Friday morning to make an 8:30
a.m. check-in for the semifinals of
the contest. He performed early in
the afternoon and then he got
back in the car and returned to
Louisville for his performance at
the football game. Then he made
a phone call to see if he made the
finals at the talent contest. He did,
so he drove to Memphis again Saturday morning.

“The contest was a great experience,” Elliot said. “I was
familiar with the contest format since I’ve been performing for
years, but there were such talented people in the finals. Plus, the
size of the contest was intimidating at first, but it was great to
see all of the acts.”

The Mid-South Fair Youth Talent Contest is one of the most

prestigious in the nation and it is the largest amateur talent con-
test in the world. The 2003 contest began with 501 acts and 839
performers age 13-21 from eight states. Many young perform-
ers have launched their careers at the Mid-South Fair. Before

achieving international stardom, a
young Elvis Presley competed in the
contest. Other past contestants include
Martina McBride, Justin Timberlake
and Lance Bass.

Elliot is one of Trinity’s most talented
students. He has performed in seven
Trinity Theatre productions and he is 
a four-year member of the Trinity
Singers. In addition, he is a three-
time member of the Kentucky Music
Educators Association All-State Choir.
He began singing publicly at church
when he was a third-grader, and he has
been performing in talent competitions
for five years.

Most recently, Elliot had a lead role
in Trinity Theatre’s production of The
Impossible Years . He is currently
preparing for the All-State Choir’s per-

formance at the Kentucky Center for the Arts in February and
his CBS audition in Hollywood in January. 

“I’m excited about the audition,” he said. “Seventy casting
directors from all of CBS’ different shows will be there. I have
to perform ‘This is The Moment’ and then I get 10 minutes to
sing, do a monologue or whatever I want.”

Congratulations, Elliot! We hope to see your name in lights.

Brown ’04 Wins Talent Show

S

Elliot Brown ’04 belts out “This is The Moment” 
at the Mid-South Fair Youth Talent Contest. 
WILLIAM MOORE / THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL

Take Trinity’s Interactive Campus Tour!
Visit http://www.thsrock.net/tour/index.htm 
and pay a virtual visit to Trinity’s campus.
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wo local Catholic grade school principals who served
terms on Trinity’s School Board have received recognition
for their outstanding work in education.

Distinguished Principal of the Year
for the Archdiocese of Louisville
Margaret Bowen, Principal
St. Gabriel the Archangel School

When Margaret Bowen learned that she was to be presented
with the award as “Distinguished Principal of the Year” for the
Archdiocese of Louisville, an accompanying letter noted: “Ms.
Bowen may have an open door policy, and you can go in. But she
won’t be there because she is out in the building wherever stu-
dents or parents are.”

Ms. Bowen served on the Trinity High School Board from 2000
to 2003, as the principal representative from St. Gabriel the
Archangel School. She was actively involved in the board’s
Academic Environment and Student Services committees.   

“I appreciate the fact that I had the opportunity to work at Trinity
as a board member because I learned so much,” Bowen said. “I
just had my faculty meeting and I gave an example of the work
Trinity was doing for our school improvement plan,” she added.  

Margaret will receive her award in January at a ceremony mark-
ing Catholic Schools Week. Congratulations, Margaret, on your
achievement!  

National Distinguished
Principal Award
Mary Alice Zettel,
Principal
Holy Trinity School

During the weekend of
Nov. 7, Mary Alice Zettel
traveled to Washington,
D.C., to receive the Na-

tional Distinguished Principal Award. The recognition is given
jointly by the National Association of Elementary School
Principals (NAESP) and the U.S. Department of Education.
Though the award recognizes a public school teacher from every
state, only five private school principals (three Catholic and two
Lutheran) were recognized nationally.  

“It was the most affirming thing that I’ve done in my career,”
she said. “We were all given wonderful engraved school bells. At
the conclusion of the awards ceremony, it’s traditional for all the
recipients to stand and ring the bells together for their children. It
was a very moving experience.”

Ms. Zettel served on the Trinity High School Board from 1997
to 2000, as the principal representative from Holy Trinity School.

“I have a wonderful faculty and staff who make me look good
every day.”

TWO FORMER BOARD MEMBERS RECEIVE HONORS IN EDUCATION

T

Margaret Bowen Mary Alice Zettel

ursery rhymes, fairy tales and the letters of the alphabet
are not subject matters most college students focus on
for seven weeks. For Alex Willan ’00, however, it was

worth the attention.
Thanks to Alex, a senior at the Savannah College of Art 

and Design, the St. Matthews
Elementary School library has a
visually stunning mural in its story
area. Alex spent seven weeks last
summer painting a nursery rhyme
scene representing each letter of the
alphabet. For example, for the letter
“A” he painted the evil witch 
from “Snow White and the Seven
Dwarves” holding a poison apple;
for the letter “H” he painted a red
hood to represent “Little Red Riding
Hood”; for the letter “P” he painted
pigs to represent “The Three Little
Pigs”; and so on. Each painting is a 1-foot X 4-foot rectangle.

The mural has been a big hit.
“The kids love it,” said school librarian Carrie Mateja, who is

Alex’s cousin. “I have to pull them away from it.”

Alex is making a name for himself as a mural painter. In addi-
tion to the St. Matthews Elementary mural, he has painted murals
at Wellington Elementary, the school where Mateja had previously
been the librarian, and at the homes of several of his family mem-
bers. In addition, he and Logan Petree ’00 painted a mural depict-

ing significant events of the 20th cen-
tury in Trinity teacher Chad
Waggoner’s room during the summer
of 1999. His experience landed him
the St. Matthews Elementary job. 

The latest mural was one of his
longer projects. “I had hoped to fin-
ish it before they (St. Matthews
Elementary) started school,” Alex
said, “but I ended up working week-
ends and into the school year. I was
actually glad it happened that way
because I got to see how the kids
reacted to it, and they’re brutally

honest about what they like.”
Alex is majoring in illustration in college. He will graduate in

the spring of 2004, and he hopes to use his skills to illustrate 
children’s books.

WILLAN ’00 PAINTS ABC’S AND THREE LITTLE PIGS

Alex Willan ’00 and his enchanting mural.

N
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ive members of the Trinity Singers have been named to the
prestigious Kentucky Music Educators Association All-
State Choir. They are seniors Elliot Brown and Wesley

Thomas, junior David Sommer and sophomores Brian Bowles
and Ryan Schuler.   

Trinity sent six students (the maximum number allowed) to
compete for All-State honors in a competition held at Jefferson-
town High School on Oct. 25. The student who missed the quali-
fication did so by only 1.1 points. 

Approximately 750 Kentucky high school students were
selected for the All-State Choir, which consists of three large
choirs. The choirs will perform at the Kentucky Center for the
Arts on Feb. 6 as part of the Kentucky Music Educators Associa-
tion Conference.

“This is the highest statewide honor you can have,” said Ken
Bechtloff, Trinity’s choral director. “To have five of our guys
make it is quite an honor.”

FIVE ROCKS NAMED TO ALL-STATE CHOIR

F

David Sommer ’05

Elliot Brown ’04 Ryan Schuler ’06

Wesley Thomas ’04

Brian Bowles ’06

rinity’s Cisco Academy has become the foundation program
for students involved in information technology classes.
After completing the coursework, students in the program

will be eligible to take the Cisco Network certification exam.
There are four classes in the current Cisco Academy schedule:

Computer Networking, Network Routers, Local Area Networking
and Wan & Troubleshooting. Several students are taking the
courses independently. This type of curriculum allows the bright-
est students to quickly complete course requirements, allowing
additional time for practical applications such as managing the 

student network. The Information Technology Department would
like to increase the number of course offerings.

“The Cisco Academy provides a sound foundation for any num-
ber of computer-related jobs,” Information Technology Department
Chair Michael Price ’66 said. “It’s a door-opener for our students
and a strong recommendation in the computer networking field.”

Trinity is one of a handful of Kentucky schools to have a Cisco
Academy. This is the fourth year for the program at Trinity. To
date, 267 Trinity students have completed the Cisco Academy
coursework.

CISCO ACADEMY A SUCCESS

T

hat do the Kentucky Center for the Arts, Louisville
Slugger Field, the remodeled Iroquois Park Amphi-
theater, the Louisville Free Public Library and Trinity

High School have in common? All have been honored by the
Metro Disability Coalition with its “Breaking Barriers” Award for
making their facilities accessible to all persons. Trinity received
this prestigious award in 2002.

This year’s awards event was hosted by Trinity on Oct. 8. The
event was emceed by local television personality Dawne Gee and
was attended by several hundred honored guests and community

activists. Trinity President Rob Mullen ’77 remarked: “Being rec-
ognized with the ‘Breaking Barriers’ award was a significant
achievement for Trinity. Our campus is a mixture of buildings,
with some dating to the 1930s. It has taken determination and cre-
ativity to achieve 100 percent accessibility for all persons. We did
not undertake the many renovation projects that have brought us
to this point to win this award. We did these projects because they
were the right things to do. Receiving this recognition is wonder-
ful affirmation that we are on the right track. We are proud to be in
the same category as these other important Louisville institutions.”

TRINITY HOSTS “BREAKING BARRIERS” AWARD EVENT

W

GO ROCKS!
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dedication ceremony for the new Duerr Hall classroom
building took place on Sept. 9. In recognition of the Rev.
Thomas Duerr H’92, Trinity’s third principal, the new

building has been named in his honor.
More than 100 guests attended the event, including several

members of Father Duerr’s family. One very generous Trinity
family provided the gift that paid for a
major portion of the project’s cost but
asked to remain anonymous. Instead, they
asked that the building be named after a
Trinity “giant.” 

Father Duerr certainly was that. The fact
that the new building houses two new sci-
ence labs, along with the fact that Father
Duerr taught biology, helped make the
decision easy to honor him in this fashion.
Father Duerr passed away in 1994.

Nine state-of-the art classrooms and
restrooms also are part of the new building,
which connects with Floersh Hall. With the
addition of the new science labs, Trinity is believed to have the
most science labs of any high school in the state.

Duerr Hall is the first westward campus construction since the
building of Steinhauser Gymnasium in 1968. It continues a
building plan that has included the construction of the R.W.
Marshall Center (1999), Shamrock Hall (2000) and the Floersh
Hall extension to the east (2001). Integral Structures and a team
of contractors, under the direction of Glynn Stengel ’67, have
performed all of the construction.

At the dedication ceremony, which was held in the Chapel,
Father Duerr was remembered by friends, family and colleagues.
Longtime friend and former co-worker Tom Allen, along with
Trinity freshman counselor Sharon Bohannon, Trinity President
Dr. Rob Mullen ’77, Trinity Chaplain Rev. Dave Zettel ’58 and
others shared personal comments and stories about Duerr.

“He was the hardest working man and loved Trinity so much,
along with all forms of Catholic education,” Bohannon said.

“Tom Duerr was the most wonderful and caring man I ever met
— just an amazing man who made wonderful things happen
around him,” Allen said.

Father Zettel noted that, “This man took care of people, and
they do not make men like that anymore.”

Following the dedication, Archbishop Thomas C. Kelly, O.P.
H’01 blessed Duerr Hall.

DUERR HALL DEDICATED

A

Duerr Hall exterior Rev. Thomas Duerr H’92

his fall, Trinity continued its tradition of participating in
the annual Dare to Care Food Drive for Thanksgiving.
Once again, the Trinity community came through.

Faculty member Pat Bowles H’01 directed Trinity’s efforts this
year, and he reported that Trinity students and faculty raised
$15,573 and brought in 4,774 pounds of food, surpassing the
school’s goal by 213 percent.

“Dare to Care said that Trinity was the largest single con-
tributor of cans last year,” Bowles said. “But this year they
asked us to focus on high-nutrition canned goods and money
donations. They can buy more food with cash donations than
we can give them in actual cans. We are happy to report that
we tripled our money donations over last year, and we brought
in more high-nutrition canned goods than all the other canned
goods.”

Here are some individual stories about our students involve-
ment with the can drive:
■ two students brought in their coin banks and emptied the 

contents for $50 and $85 donations, respectively
■ one student cashed his $120 personal paycheck and turned it in

for a donation
■ one student donated $60 of his own money
■ several students went door-to-door and handed out flyers to 

collect food and money
■ one student solicited 1,000 cans from his parent’s store
■ many students forfeited their lunch money to the drive
■ one student saved his lunch money for several weeks and

donated $107 to Dare to Care

Special thanks go to the following people for making the can
drive such a success: Mr. Pat Bowles, Mr. Jeff Becker ’90, 
Mr. Paul Diehl, Mr. Joe Henning, Ms. Lynn Lamb, Mr. Mike
Magre ’83, Ms. Keri Owen, Mr. Jim Parr, Mr. Michael Price ’66,
Mr. Rick Renninger, Ms. Alison Singleton, Chuck Brunner ’05,
Stuart Gordon ’06, Cole Impellizzeri ’04, Mike McCallum ’05,
Treavor Martin ’05, Brian Murphy ’04 and Andy Sobczyk ’04.

DARE TO CARE DRIVE - CAN DO!

T
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he Trinity High School Board and the Trinity High School
Foundation Board have appointed new members to their
ranks. The School Board is the governing body that con-
trols the operation of Trinity High School. The Foundation

Board controls the school’s assets.
The new School Board members are: David Beckman ’81,

attorney at law, Frost Brown Todd LLC; Mary Beth Bowling, 
principal, St. Patrick Catholic Elementary School; Michael
Budniak (ex-officio), Trinity Faculty Senate representative;
Coleman Coffey ’04 (ex-officio), Trinity student representative;
Dan Fortney, owner, American Dispersions, Inc.; Robert J. Reh
’69, chief financial officer, Catholic Health Initiatives; David
Rothgerber ’90 (ex-officio); Alumni Board representative; and
Paul Schulte H’92, president, Horizon Research International.

The new Foundation Board members are: Pam Breeland, 
president, Breeland Development Corporation; Robert L. Brown,

attorney at law, Greenbaum Doll & McDonald PLLC; Matt Crane
’87, director of corporate accounts, Hill-Rom; Darrell Current,
senior VP, UBS Financial Services; Greg Curry ’81, president,
Pillar Financial Services; Don Jones ’73, president and CEO,
Woof & Company; Charlie Kane ’61, managing director, 2nd
Generation Capital LLC; John Lavelle ’70, partner, Logan
Lavelle Insurance Agency; Stan Logan ’76, partner, Logan
Lavelle Insurance Agency; Paul Pantoja ’80, Rodulfo Realty &
Building Company; Rick Redman, VP, Corporate Communica-
tions, Hillerich & Bradsby; John Schutte ’81, president, GeriMed;
Glynn Stengel ’67, VP, Integral Structures; Doug Stough ’80,
president, Neace Lukens; J. Edwin Webb, Treasurer/CFO,
Owsley Brown Frazier/Frazier Museum; Robin Wendler ’69,
senior VP, Bank One; Dave Wilson ’75, VP/general sales 
manager, Southern Wine & Spirits of Kentucky; and David
Wunderlin ’66, president, Stemwood.

NEW SCHOOL, FOUNDATION BOARD MEMBERS NAMED

T

our students were named National Merit Scholarship
Semifinalists by the National Merit Scholarship Corporation.
Trinity seniors Travis R. Watters, Michael R. Graven, Joshua

D. Hausladen and Andrew J.
Solomon received the honor.

Out of the more than 1 
million high school juniors
who annually take the Pre-
liminary Scholastic Aptitude
Test (PSAT), the corporation
honors 15,000 students based
on their scores. These students
had to score in the top 1.5 per-
cent in the nation on the PSAT.
By being named a semifinal-
ist, students qualify for schol-
arships from schools, compa-
nies or the nonprofit organi-
zation that selects the semi-
finalists. Finalist status can 
be achieved through principal
endorsement, strong grades throughout high school and by an SAT
score comparable to a student’s PSAT score. 

In addition to the four named semifinalists, seven Trinity 
students were commended by the National Merit Scholarship
Corporation. Their scores were also very high but slightly below

the score needed to become a
semifinalist. These students
are seniors Elliot H. Brown,
Merv C. Huber, Stephen M.
Klump, William T. McClean,
J . D a n i e l M c G e e n e y ,
Z a c h a r y C . O l s o n a n d
Michael F. Witten.

Trinity Senior Class Chap-
lain and College Counselor
Father David Zet te l ’58
praised the students: “This is
a great group of guys that has
been selected for this honor.”

The semifinalists should
find out if they are finalists in
February, when the National
Merit Scholarship Corpora-

tion makes its announcement. Traditionally, about two-thirds of
all semifinalists are selected as finalists.

FOUR STUDENTS NAMED NATIONAL MERIT SEMIFINALISTS

F

From left: Dr. Rob Mullen ’77, Travis R. Watters’04, 
Michael R. Graven’04, Joshua D. Hausladen’04, Andrew J. Solomon’04

and Father David Zettel ’58

2003 REUNION SEASON SUCCESSFUL
Good times were had by the hundreds of alumni who attended their class reunions this past summer. For the 11th
consecutive year, every anniversary reunion has been held. Ninety-eight class reunions have been held since 1992,

bringing classmates together again to renew friendships and rekindle Rock Pride. 
Enjoyable and successful reunions were held for the Classes of 1958, ’63, ’68, ’73, ’78, ’83, ’88, ’93 and ’98.

Many thanks to the 2003 reunion committees!
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Many interesting teachers have taught at Trinity
over the years, and “Rock Rewind” remembers
those held fond in the memories of alumni.

he warriors had returned to the
site of the battle. They trudged
through the classroom doorway
and eased into their chairs to
await the results of their efforts.

Just the day before, a fierce struggle had been
waged against Mr. Greg Sysol’s exam on the
Elizabethan Period of British literature.

A Sysol exam. As I sat in on Sysol’s sixth-
period junior English class for two days, I
thought back to my sophomore year as a
Trinity student (1987-88) when I took his
British literature course. It was during that
year that I endured one of the most difficult exams of my acade-
mic career — high school or college. The subject was the gods
and goddesses of mythology. In fact, it was ALL of the gods and
goddesses of Greek, Roman and Norse mythology featured in
Edith Hamilton’s Mythology. My brain still has scar tissue.

Asking his students to grade each other’s exams, Mr. Sysol
glanced over his glasses. Looking back at him were expressions
of triumph, consternation and resigned defeat as his pupils sur-
veyed their classmates’ answers.  

The Spanish Armada. Henry VIII. Sonnet. Sir Walter Raleigh.
Hamlet. Anne Boleyn. Terms from the Elizabethan Period filled
the classroom air. Students fidgeted as they tried to recall what
they had answered on their own exam.

“Do you know the answer to number four?” Mr. Sysol asked a
student seated in the front row.

“I remembered it yesterday,” he responded, shaking his head.
On through the exam they went — history questions, literary

terms, literature reading questions and an essay question. Fists
were pumped by some students when they learned that they had
correctly answered a question. Other students seemed to have
begun a doleful vigil.

Some of the students’ antics reminded me of those from years
ago who might have received one of Mr. Sysol’s coveted Fruit
Awards. The “Apple of the Teacher’s Eye” was given to the
biggest brown-noser. The most humorous individual received the
“Top Banana” award. The “Precocious Peach” went to the top
academic student. Finally, the “Pear” was awarded to two stu-
dents who “continually conspired to disrupt the ambiance of seri-
ous learning.” Mr. Sysol has not given out the Fruit Awards since

the early-1990s.
When the last answer was given, Mr. Sysol

instructed the students to total the score and
return the tests to him. With that, he distrib-
uted the test review for the next unit, William
Shakespeare’s play Macbeth.

“I advise you to prepare well in advance for
what to watch for on our next test,” Mr. Sysol
suggested. “Some of you did not heed that
advice for the Elizabethan Period. The conse-
quence for that lethargy was less than a stellar
performance on this last test, perhaps.”

The lethargic prepared to encounter the
high school canon that is Macbeth. Mr. Sysol
began reading — and reciting from memory
— quotes his students would be responsible
for knowing for the exam. “Stars, hide your

fires, let not your dark night see my heart’s desires,” he read, quot-
ing the character Macbeth. “I guess that applies to juniors, too,”
he added.

The bell rang, granting a reprieve to the exam weary.
On my next visit, Mr. Sysol took center stage in his classroom,

which is a unique teaching environment. He uses Trinity
Television’s (TTV) spacious confines to teach broadcast journal-
ism, video production and junior English. The English students sit
at tables facing an elevated stage framed by lampposts and large
plants — perfect for reading from The Bard.

And reading Willie, as Mr. Sysol dubs William Shakespeare, was
the order of the day. Several students were asked to come on stage
and read from Act II, Scene I of Macbeth. Books in hand, the stu-
dents shuffled onto the stage and took their seats.

Today’s students read Shakespeare aloud the same way stu-
dents from past decades did: hoping it will soon end. That’s not
to say they don’t enjoy what they’re reading or that the meaning
is lost. Willie’s words simply do not flow like liquid velvet from
the mouths of high school juniors.

The scene includes Macbeth’s famous soliloquy where he 
envisions a dagger as he’s thinking of murdering King Duncan.
“Is this a dagger which I see before me / The handle toward my
hand? / Come, let me clutch thee,” read the student playing
Macbeth.

Following the scene, Mr. Sysol explained the dark themes in
Macbeth and encouraged the students to continue reading the play
carefully. “A great work of art or literature enriches or enlightens
us, makes us think or makes us better people for having experi-
enced it,” he said. “It doesn’t necessarily make us happier, but it

T

Rock Rewindi

Greg Sysol H’03
By Travis Wagoner ’90
Director, Annual Fund & Alumni Relations

Greg Sysol H’03
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does make us ask questions about ourselves and human nature.”
Mr. Sysol expects much from his students. He expects them to

read the assigned material and be prepared to ask an intelligent
question or two about it. As important, he respects students
enough to allow them to read what’s assigned and to ask ques-
tions about it and themselves on their own.

He also does a marvelous job connecting the text to historical
or contemporary events. For example, he noted that, as in
Macbeth, the assassination of rulers or political figures is not a
modern idea. “Most leadership changes in Europe were made in
this way for centuries,” he said. “Even in more than 200 years of
democracy, the U.S. has endured through the assassinations of
four presidents and several assassination attempts. In addition,
political assassination is used in warfare — as the U.S. and our
allies tried to achieve in the Middle East. All of these things raise
moral questions. ...” 

The players concluded the reading, and Mr. Sysol returned to the
stage to expound on what the class had just read and note quota-
tions for the exam. All the while, he made it look easy. He decon-
structed Macbeth and enriched it for his students. He keeps class
moving at a quick pace because he wants his students to learn. He
has a storehouse of experience to pull from after 24 years at Trinity.

Teaching, however, was not Sysol’s first calling. A native of New
York City, Sysol took a circuitous route to Louisville.

Born in Brooklyn, his family moved to Garden City on Long
Island when he was in the sixth grade. After graduating high
school, Sysol enrolled at the University of Kentucky as an
English major. His original intent was to become a doctor. His
plans changed, however, after he took an organic chemistry class.

“As William Blake said, ‘Science is a dead tree,’ and I decided
not to pursue medical studies,” Sysol said. “Plus it was the sixties
and all of this other stuff was going on around the campus. But I
pursued my English degree, and I wound up meeting a young
lady, Patty, who was working on her Master’s degree in social
work, and we were married when we graduated in ’74.”

The Sysols moved to Illinois, where Greg began working
towards his doctoral degree (specialty: non-dramatic poetry of the
Elizabethan Period) at the University of Illinois. He also began
working part-time for a department store chain as an assistant
electronics buyer. With a wife and a child on the way, he had to
choose the job over pursuing his doctorate to put food on the
table, and he spent two and a half years in the position. He did,
however, earn his Master’s degree in English from the University
of Illinois in 1975.

The job kept Sysol on the road for days at a time, including
trips overseas. After one stretch where he had not seen Patty or his

young son, Paul, for several days, Sysol reconsidered his career.
The decision was made to move to Louisville, (Patty is a
Louisville native and a graduate of Waggener High School.) 

After several months of taking stock of his life, Sysol had lunch
with Julian Shapiro, a friend who was with the old Ben Snyder’s
department store chain, who offered him a job as a housewares
buyer. The next day, Sysol read a classified advertisement in the
newspaper for an English teacher at Trinity. William P. Bradford II
H’03, current and longtime Trinity Theatre artistic director, had
departed the position to teach at the Youth Performing Arts School.

Sysol decided to change direction and apply for the teaching
position. Not expecting to get the job after his interview, he
received an offer from then principal Father Tom Duerr H’92. He
accepted and began his teaching career in the fall of 1979.

In addition to teaching, Sysol has been involved with Trinity
Theatre since his first year on the faculty. He earned a theatre
minor at UK, and he did technical work at Illinois. Trinity had
recently purchased the old VFW Post on Sherrin Avenue for use as
its new theater when Sysol started at Trinity, and Father Duerr
wanted him to put his experience to use. He cut his teeth as 
technical assistant on Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat, the first show performed in the new theater. Sysol
continued in this role for several years, until then producer Father
Ted Sans left the school and he took over production duties. Sysol
has gone on to produce 35 shows for Trinity — most recently 
The Impossible Years — and he has been the chair of Trinity’s
Department of Theatre Arts since 1985.

On top of teaching and producing for Trinity Theatre, Sysol
worked with Father Ron Domhoff H’98 to start TTV in the early-
1990s. Father Domhoff had the film and camera background, and
Sysol, using his electronics and technical buying background,
acquired equipment. With the help of Pat Mullaney ’82, a studio
was built in a Sheehan Hall classroom. In 2001 TTV was moved
to its current state-of-the-art facility in Floersh Hall. TTV is one of
the best — if not the best — high school TV facilities in the area.

With the demands of the video production and broadcast jour-
nalism classes, Sysol teaches less English. “The time may come,
if we do more video, that I won’t be doing any English classes,”
he said. “With all of the grading and all, it tends to be pretty labor-
intensive. But I hate to give it up totally, because I still enjoy this
stuff a lot.”

“I’m not naïve enough to think that I’m going to take 16-year-
olds and get them excited about literature,” he continued. “But
maybe it will push a few buttons throughout the course of the
year, and they’ll find something that one poet said or one writer

continued on next page
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Rock Rewind: Greg Sysol H’03 (Cont.)

said and get them to think a little bit. English class is a great
opportunity for people to think about themselves and about their
relationship with others, with God and with society. ... That’s a
very different kind of teaching than you do in video production.”

Sysol describes his Trinity career as rewarding, fulfilling and
frustrating. It’s also been a combination of his life’s work and a
family affair.

“I’ve watched my own children grow up here. Paul ’95 (26),
Elizabeth (22, Assumption ’99) and Cindy (20, Assumption ’01)
have literally spanned their lives tied in with this place. ... They’d
come visit me in the classroom, at the theater and they’d see me
there probably more than they did at home. ... To a great extent, I

define myself in terms of this place. If you go in the family room
in my basement you’ll see every show poster from My Three
Angels and Damn Yankees on, the first two shows I produced.
That’s my way of saying to myself who I am. ... I look at Trinity
as not only a job, it’s a way of life. Trinity is who I am.”

Class ended and the students snapped shut Macbeth. Mr. Sysol
walked into his office to check e-mail and put on his producer’s
hat for that evening’s performance of The Impossible Years. A
generation of Trinity’s gifted and lethargic has benefited from Mr.
Sysol’s dedication and expertise. Please keep his current students
in your prayers on exam days. Sysol exams are still among the
toughest in town — as they should be.

h, lunch.  Rectangle-shaped pizza and fish, chicken patties,
milkshakes, Little Debbie snacks and hamburgers. (Alas,
no more plate lunch.) Trinity students are still welcome to

purchase lunch at school or bring their own from home.  
For those who buy at school, their wait in the cafeteria line has

been shortened thanks to the new Digital Dining System. Parents
may set up accounts for students from which meal costs can be
deducted. Student ID cards have a special bar code used in the debit
system. Indications from Cafeteria Manager Pat Eckert, the cafete-
ria staff and ravenous students are that the process has gone well
and that the lunch lines are moving faster than ever.

Amoment of silence for the plate lunch and 35-cent “hamburgers”....

DIGITAL DINING SPEEDS LUNCH

A

rinity senior Matti Hirpa was named one of 1,600 semi-
finalists in the 2004 National Achievement Scholarship
Program, which is part of the National Merit Scholarship

Corporation. Finalists for the scholarships will be announced in
the spring. The program recognizes academic ability among
African American high school seniors.

HIRPA NAMED SEMIFINALIST IN 
NATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

T
Matti Hirpa ’04

Elfie Combs

totals a student’s

lunch bill.

wo members of the 2002-03 ECHO staff each placed third
in the National Federation of Press Women High School
Journalism Contest. 

Graduates Michael Rutherford ’03 and Travis Vincent ’03 were
honored for their work in photography and editorial writing,
respectively. 

Congratulations, Travis and Michael!

ECHO STAFFERS PLACE IN NATIONAL CONTEST 

T

Travis Vincent’03Michael
Rutherford’03
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raises were abundant
for Trinity’s Opening
Mass and the celebra-

tion of the school’s 50th year
anniversary it included. The
Mass was supposed to be
unlike any other Opening
Mass. This it was.

The school community
assembled in Steinhauser
Gymnasium on August 29 to
the sounds of bagpipes and
drums played by alumni Jim
Kuchenbrod ’80 and Milt
Hettinger ’75.

During the Mass, Senior
Class President Coleman Coffey introduced the year’s theme,
“Our Legacy. One Spirit,” and addressed the assembly.

Services started with the first person ever to graduate from Trinity,
Mr. Joe Ackerman ’57, carrying Trinity’s colors.

“It was really quite an honor,” Ackerman said. “I am amazed at the
way things are going. I have enjoyed being a part of it.”

Nine former Trinity priests and current chaplain, Father Dave
Zettel ’58 (1966-present), concelebrated the Mass. The returning
priests were Revs. Thomas Bolad (1965-69), Ron Domhoff H’98
(1972-2002), Joseph Graffis (Board), George Kilcourse ’65,
Jeffrey Nicolas ’81, Robert Osborne (1957-70), Stephen Pohl ’77,
Theodore Sans (1959-60, 1966-85) and Donald Springman H’94

(1967-94).
In continuing the celebration

of the school’s milestone, Mr.
William P. Bradford II H’03
read a history of the school
written by Mr. John Kahl ’69
and Mr. Gary Owens ’88.

Coffey’s address focused on
tradition as well.

“Much has changed about
the all-boys Catholic high
school and, on the other hand,
there is much that has remained
the same,” Coffey said.

He told of his first experi-
ences at Trinity and how then

senior Tripp Hehemann ’01 showed him to his locker and became
a big brother to him. Coffey stressed that the seniors must take a
leadership role for the underclassmen.

He also spoke about the family atmosphere that Trinity has and
will continue to possess.

The poster with the year’s theme was unveiled. The poster has
a picture of every member of the senior class displayed on it.

Students and teaches alike found the Mass meaningful.
“The students were much more focused this year,” teacher Mrs.

Sara Kamlay said. “I think that had a lot to do with the meaning-
fulness of the speech and the appropriateness of the poster. It was
very well done.” 

OPENING MASS RECOGNIZES LEGACY, SPIRIT
By Matthew Bauder ’04, The ECHO

P

Nine priests, who are former teachers or alumni, concelebrated 
Opening Mass

Poem Tribute to Trinity
By John Kahl ’69 and Gary Owens ’88

I was conceived in 1952, the glimmer of a dream in the eye of a single man.

I am the vision of leaders and the work of teachers, faculty, administration and
staff.

I am the first to share in the dream: 
Fathers Alfred Steinhauser, Bernard Glick, Charles Rusterholtz and Mr.
Thomas Sheehan.

And so in September of 1953, with borrowed desks and second hand pots and
pans, 
I opened my arms to welcome the first to come — and I was born.

With a faculty of four men who held the same vision, dream and conviction, 
I became 106 strong with that first class of brave but frightened young men. 
I have welcomed many who have come to me scared and young. 
Now I claim them as my own.

I am the thousands who came unsure but left wise and ready to take on the
world. 
My wings are spread across the world, touching every continent, 
more than 11,000 alumni strong and growing every year.

I am an acclaimed doctor, lawyer, businessman, politician, educator and priest.

I am a soldier, a policeman, a fireman and a medic,
who risked life and limb to protect my community and my country from harm, 
and I sometimes died trying.

I am a nationally recognized actor, artist, choir member and performing artist.

I am the first National Merit Finalist in 1956, and the hundreds that have fol-
lowed.

I am the thousands of academic awards given and the millions of dollars in
scholarships won.

I am the first Student Government formed in 1957.

I am the first graduating class of 90, and the 50th class of 400.

I am the ECHO, the yearbook and the Axiom — the journalistic and written
successes of so many.

I am the first state championship won in 1957, and the 95 won since.

I am one of many who have passed the light of knowledge and wisdom on to
the keepers of the flame. 

I am a coach, a moderator and a mentor who has given time and energy toward
teaching the valuable lessons learned through winning and losing with class. 

I am yesterday’s dreams, today’s realities and tomorrow’s vision.

I am Trinity. You are Trinity. And we are one.
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rinity’s Future Business Leaders of America team repre-
sented Kentucky at the National Convention in Dallas this
summer. 

The team of Mark Mugavin ’03, Andy Paradis ’03 and Wick
Hobson ’03 finished fourth in the nation in the Entrepreneur com-
petition. The Business Plan team — Rich King ’03, Mark

Sherman ’03 and Andrew Zarick ’03 — finished 10th in the
nation for the new business venture called the Dreamix
Corporation. Dreamix is an actual company founded by Chris
Goffinet ’03 and Zarick in January 2003. For more information,
visit the company’s Web site: www.dreamix.tv.

FBLA TEAM PLACES IN NATIONAL COMPETITION

T

Rich King’03 Mark Sherman’03Mark Mugavin’03 Andy Paradis’03Wick Hobson’03 Andrew Zarick’03

rinity’s Open House, held Sunday, Nov. 16, was an out-
standing showcase of all that Trinity has to offer.

More than 1,600 guests visited the campus. Among
them were 570 prospective students. Last year, 1,350 visitors
attended Open House. Of those, 549 were prospective students.

Many prospective students first visit Trinity as shadow 
students. They spend half of a school day attending classes and
touring the campus. These same students often return with their
families for Open House. The pace of scheduling shadow visits
was up from last year’s pace. 

Open House is crucial to Trinity’s viability, and the Trinity
community responded. The cafeteria was transformed from a din-
ing facility into a huge interactive display of the school’s growing
facilities, curricula and activities. Campus tours were also led by

student tour guides, who were especially effective at making 
visitors feel welcome and exemplifying what Trinity is all about.
The most common compliments from visitors were for Trinity’s
impressive facilities, campus beauty and the student-led tours.

“I ran into several alumni touring with their sons who said they
wish they could come back and go to Trinity all over again,”
Senior Development Officer Roger Burkman said. “I even heard
a mother say she would have loved to attend a school like Trinity.
I also think people clearly see that Trinity has a spiritual center
and that it is the heart of all we do here.”

“I’m amazed at the incredible generosity of all the folks who
come together to make this event happen,” Vice President for
School Advancement Joey Porter ’78 added. “It’s a testament to
the fact that something really good is happening at Trinity.”

RECORD CROWD ATTENDS OPEN HOUSE

T

Sunday, February 8, 2004
Mass at 11 a.m. - Steinhauser Gymnasium

Brunch to follow - Alumni Hall 
Cost - $12.50 per person

Mother-Son Mass & Brunch
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rinity kicked off Pride Week by honoring her most exem-
plary students at the annual Shamrock Awards Dinner on
Sunday, Sept. 21, in the Galt House’s Archibald-Cochran

Room. More than 700 guests attended. The annual dinner is
sponsored by the Alumni Association.

Including 63 graduating seniors (Class of 2003), 339 students
received Shamrock Awards for placing on the Honor Roll all four
quarters of the 2002-03 academic year.

Honored at the Shamrock Awards Dinner were 40 Trinity
Scholars; 19 Steinhauser Award winners; 104 inductees to the
National Honor Society-St. John Vianney Chapter; 37 inductees
to the National Beta Club; and Trinity’s five National Merit
Semifinalists for 2003 — seniors Travis R. Watters, Michael R.
Graven, Joshua D. Hausladen, Matti Hirpa and Andrew J.
Solomon. Hirpa is also a semifinalist in the 2004 National
Achievement Scholarship Program, which is part of the National
Merit Scholarship Corporation. The program recognizes acade-
mic ability among African-American high school seniors.
Finalists for the scholarships will be announced in the spring. 

Guests had the pleasure of hearing an address by keynote

speaker, John Asher, vice president of racing communications
for Churchill Downs. In his post, Mr. Asher oversees the com-
munications and publicity functions at Churchill Downs. He
spoke to the Trinity audience about the great history of
Churchill Downs and the Kentucky Derby. He also compared
Churchill Downs to Trinity, saying that “It comes back to foun-
dation and tradition.” 

He went on to touch on the importance of having dreams,
using six high school friends’ Derby win with the thoroughbred
Funny Cide in 2003 as a comparison.

“You come back to a Catholic education, an education at a
great institution, a great institution like Trinity High School that
not only allows you to achieve the dream, but it fuels the dreams
and allows you to dream,” he said. 

Asher is a native of Leitchfield, Ky., where he attended
Catholic grade school. He is a member of Holy Spirit Parish.

Trinity Alumni Association Chair Sean McGuire ’84 con-
cluded the event by thanking the honored students for their hard
work in the classroom and for carrying on the Trinity tradition of
academic achievement.

SHAMROCK AWARDS DINNER HONORS THS’ FINEST

T

HELP PRESERVE THS’ PAST
Alumni, parents and past-parents are asked to please donate your Trinity items and documents to

the Trinity Archives. Archivist Lynn Olympia has been hard at work cataloging and preserving the

collection. Items sought include photographs, report cards, papers, meeting minutes, programs,

awards, apparel or anything having to do with Trinity. If you send photographs, please identify on

a separate sheet of paper all those appearing in photos with an approximate date and description

of the event. Mrs. Olympia specifically requests copies of the 1958 and 1960 Shamrock yearbooks.

An option to preserve our past is to be interviewed by Mrs. Lynn Olympia and have your conver-

sation recorded for future generations. Several former faculty members have already recorded their

Trinity memories. You may drop off your items to Trinity’s Office for School Advancement, Monday-

Friday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Please contact Lynn Olympia at (502) 736-2148 for more information or to

arrange an interview.
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SHAMROCK SPORTsi

ast year it was a 59-56 circus squeaker over Male. This year
it was what high school football is supposed to be: Trinity
vs. St. Xavier on the first Saturday in December.

But after Trinity went 0-4 for the first time since 1963, some
people questioned if the Rocks would even make the playoffs. 

That all changed on Sept. 26 when
the Shamrocks reversed course by
defeating St. Xavier 17-6. They went
on to win 10 straight games and return
to the Class 4-A state championship for
the fourth straight time. To claim their
third consecutive state title, the Rocks
(No. 1) would have to defeat the Tigers
(No. 4) again. They met Dec. 6 before
a Papa John’s Cardinal Stadium crowd
of 26,430, a record for a state final.

It was a classic Trinity-St. X contest.
Clean and hard-hitting. Vaunted
defenses and impenetrable stands.
Classy, gritty players. 

Tied 14-14 in the third quarter,
Trinity junior Vince Heller kicked a
field goal and the Rocks held on to
claim the school’s 15th state champi-
onship, tying Fort Thomas Highlands
for the most football state titles in
Kentucky. Trinity is now 15-3 in title
games, and the only school to win three
straight 4-A crowns, having also done
it 1988-90. 

“Life is better when you win, espe-
cially when you win the last game of the
season,” head coach Bob Beatty H’03
told Jody Demling of The Courier-
Journal. “You get to design that ring when you win your last game.”

Trinity went 71 yards in 11 plays on its opening possession,
scoring when sophomore running back Donald Barnett ran it in
from 19 yards out. After going four plays and out, the Tigers
recovered a fumbled Trinity punt and converted it into points to
tie the game at 7. St. X took a 14-7 lead on its next series.

St. X returned the favor of a muffed punt at their own 29.
Brohm completed 3 of 4 passes, including a 2-yarder to sopho-
more Steve Orndorff for the TD and the tie.

The Rocks had a chance to take the lead late in the half, but
Heller’s 25-yard field goal attempt hit the left upright. His
redemption came on Trinity’s first possession of the second half
when he nailed a 37-yarder. It was all that Trinity would need.

The Trinity defense clamped down, stopping the Tigers on
fourth down on three consecutive possessions. On their last
fourth-down conversion, St. X faced fourth-and-seven from the
Trinity 47-yard line with 2:50 left. St. X quarterback Brian
Bishop, pressured by senior Alex Temple, threw a pass to the right

sideline that senior Patrick McDermott
intercepted. Trinity got two crucial first
downs and the celebration was on.

“This is a great feeling,” Beatty told
Jody Demling of The Courier-Journal.
“We lost those games early on, but
nobody ever gave up on us. Our staff,
the players, the administration, the stu-
dent body and our whole community
still believed.”

Trinity gave a solid team effort.
Brohm completed 22 of 31 passes for
166 yards and one touchdown and
also rushed 10 times for 38 yards.
Barnett rushed 14 times for 69 yards
and a TD, while junior Billy Murray
caught seven passes for 70 yards. On
defense, senior tackle Blake Nix made
nine solo tackles and also had an
assist. Senior linebackers Matt Brady
and Kevontis Jordan added eight and
seven tackles respectively, and senior
defensive back Etian Johnson also
added seven tackles.

“We can’t go out any better,”
Brohm told Jody Demling of The
Courier-Journal. “We were 0-4, but
we were truly still talking about a
state championship. We thought we

could still do it, and now we’ve come out and accomplished it.
It feels great.”

The Rocks and the Tigers last met in the state championship
game in 1997, which the Tigers won 3-0. This was the 10th time
Trinity and St. X have played each other in the playoffs, with 
St. X having won six of those contests. St. X leads the overall
series 30-27-2.  

Trinity finished the season with an 11-4 record. Beatty is 52-7
in four years at Trinity. The freshman and JV squads finished
their respective seasons with undefeated records for the second
consecutive year.

For more coverage of the state championship game visit http://
www.thsrock.net/athletics/football_120603.html.

THREE-PEAT! ROCKS FROM 0-4 TO STATE CHAMPS

L

Coach Bob Beatty H’03 lifts the championship 
trophy. BY KEITH WILLIAMS, THE COURIER-JOURNAL
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young Brian Brohm entered Trinity 
in August 1999 as a much-heralded
freshman quarterback and the last of

the Brohm brothers to play football for the
Shamrocks. A battle-hardened and victorious
senior, he hung up his helmet and shoulder
pads in December as one of the greatest high
school quarterbacks in Kentucky history.

His efforts were rewarded with a pile of
hardware. Brohm was named Kentucky Mr.
Football by The Associated Press, the winner
of the Roy Kidd Award by the Kentucky
News Network, Kentucky’s Gatorade’s State
Player of the Year, the Johnny Unitas Golden
Arm Education Foundation’s Frank Camp
Award winner and the Louisville Quarterback
Club’s Paul Hornung Award. He is just the
fourth Mr. Football winner from Louisville. His oldest brother,

Jeff ’89, won in 1988.
The 6-foot-4 205-pound All-American

completed 698 of 1,071 passes for 10,579
yards and 119 touchdowns and just 14 inter-
ceptions. Brohm’s yardage and TD passes
rank second in state history behind former
Leslie County star Tim Couch. This season,
Brohm completed 298 of 463 passes for 3,720
yards and 33 TDs. His career completion rate
of 65 percent is a state record. As a Trinity
starter, Brohm had 10 career 300-yard games
and led the Rocks to a 39-5 record, including
15-0 in the playoffs.

Brohm is considered the top high school
prospect in the country by some recruiting
analysts and is considering the University of
Louisville, Tennessee, Kentucky and Notre

Dame. He’ll probably make a decision sometime in January.

BROHM FINISHES CAREER WITH HONORS

A

33

Brian Brohm ’04

ast year’s epic Class 4-A final between Trinity and Male is
featured in a new book titled Not Till the Fat Lady Sings.

The book, produced by Triumph Books, features the 50
most dramatic finishes in sports history. Trinity’s 59-56 victory over
the Bulldogs is titled “Kentucky Shootout” and one of just two high
school events featured. The other is the 1954 Milan Miracle when
Bobby Plump’s last-second shot capped a stunning 32-30 victory for

tiny Milan (Ind.) in the state basketball title game.
The game is right alongside some of the best moments in sports,

including Bobby Thomson’s 1951 “shot heard ’round the world,”
the 1980 U.S. hockey team’s Miracle on Ice and Christian
Laettner’s buzzer-beater to knock off the University of Kentucky
104-103 in the 1992 NCAA East Regional.

(c) The Courier-Journal

TRINITY-MALE GAME IN NEW BOOK OF DRAMATIC FINISHES By Jody Demling

L

or the second year in a row, senior Ryan
McIntosh was named All-America by
the National Interscholastic Swimming

Coaches Association. McIntosh placed fourth
in 1-meter diving at the 2003 State Swim-
ming and Diving Championships and returns
for his senior year as one of the top divers in
the state.

MCINTOSH NAMED ALL-AMERICA

F

Ryan McIntosh’04

rinity shortstop Tyler Kuhn, who will
be one of the top players in the state
this spring, has committed to play for

West Virginia University.
Kuhn picked the Mountaineers over Louis-

ville and Morehead State. Kuhn was named
All-District and All-Region as a junior. He hit
.495 last year with 11 doubles, seven triples,
five home runs and 34 RBIs.

KUHN COMMITS TO WEST VIRGINIA

T

Tyler Kuhn’04

rinity has hired Mark Naber as its new swim and dive team
head coach. 

Naber is a 1995 Trinity alumnus, and he swam for Trinity

in the early 1990s. He was an assistant coach at Woodhaven
Country Club before coming to Trinity. Rick Kraus ’87 will con-
tinue to help the team as a part-time assistant coach.

NABER ’95 NAMED NEW SWIM AND DIVE COACH

T
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ICE HOCKEY
The IceRocks have a new coach and a host of new young play-
ers for the 2003-04 season.

First-year coach Dan Merkler joined the Trinity Family after
moving from Indianapolis. He played hockey for 34 years, and
this is his 11th year coaching. 

Trinity faces their toughest schedule in their four years of exis-
tence as a club sport. The IceRocks will play strong and experi-
enced out-of-state foes in Indianapolis and Cincinnati. Ballard,
Lexington Catholic and St. Xavier are expected to battle it out
with Trinity for the league title.

More than 30 players are on the Trinity roster. Senior Rick
Parker is a team leader and captain. Two of the league’s most 
talented goalkeepers, sophomores Michael Renauer and Rob
Astorino, will protect the IceRock nets.

“This is a rebuilding year for us,” coach Merkler said. “We
have a young team, with about 10 freshmen. But it’s a very 
talented team.”

The faculty moderator for the team is Keith Rapp. All local
games are played at Iceland.

WRESTLING
“Being the defending regional and Jefferson County champs, our
goal this year is the same as it is every year: to place as many
wrestlers as possible in the state tourney,” head wrestling coach
Eddie Rudolph H’95 said.

The Rocks have a tough season ahead of them. Only four of
last year’s 14 starters return — seniors Danny Coleman (135)
and Patrick Keal (145), junior Tony McDermott (171) and
sophomore Mike Clark (heavyweight). Also on the roster is a lot
of young talent, including 24 sophomores.

“We’ll probably take our lumps early in the year due to a grueling
schedule in December,” coach Rudolph said. “Hopefully, we’ll con-
tend for the regional title again this year, but we have a legitimate
shot at placing three or more young men in this year’s State Meet.”

Campbell County is the pre-season favorite to win the state
title. Seneca will also field a strong team, with 13 of 14 wrestlers
returning from last year's regional runner-up team.

SWIMMING
First-year Trinity swim and dive coach Mark Naber ’95 takes
over a team with potential. The SwimRocks have a mix of expe-

rienced upperclassmen and talented freshmen. The team’s goal is
to finish second in the region, which would be a big improve-
ment over last year.

Senior All-America diver Ryan McIntosh is expected to finish
among the top three in the state and will probably finish first.
Seniors Matt Geralds, Paul Morgan and Andrew Thain and
juniors Chris Neicther, Carl Rueff and Zach Wickham should 
all score well at regionals and qualify for at least one event (relay
or individual) at the Kentucky State Swimming and Diving
Championships. Six SwimRocks qualified for state last year.

“I think we’re primed to surprise a few teams like Manual and
Ballard and finish second in the region,” coach Naber said. “Our
focus and goals evolve around that meet (regional) because it
determines who goes to the State Meet. If we perform well there
then the rest will take care of itself. At the end of the year, every-
one should be at or near their personal best times and we’ll be in
a good position as a team.”

BASKETBALL By Robert Sampson ’05
As Mike Szabo enters his third season at the helm of the Trinity
Shamrocks, he will do so with four starters returning from a team
that finished the season 17-13. 

The 2002-03 team surprised many. Trinity finished third in the
2003 Fifth Third Bank Kentucky Holiday Classic, losing in the
semifinals to the tournament champion and eventual state cham-
pion Mason County. The team went 5-0 against district oppo-
nents en route to the 26th District title.

Seniors Blake Nix and Brian Brohm will provide leadership for
a team that includes 11 underclassmen. Nix has started at all posi-
tions in his three years at the varsity level. Brohm led the 2002-03
team in rebounding, with 6.3 rebounds per game. Also providing
senior leadership will be guard Brad Noe and forward Nick Hope.

Three of the top five scorers on the 2002-03 squad were sopho-
mores, and each return for their junior campaign. Zach Berry,
ranked as one of the top 10 players in the Seventh Region by The
Cats Pause, started at point guard last year and averaged 7.3
points per game. Bret Saxton shot over 38 percent from behind
the three-point arc, and Kyle Saxton was second on the team in
scoring last year.

Trinity will look for help off the bench from Hope and Noe, in
addition to 6-foot-8 junior Charlie Gonzalez and 6-foot-3 junior
Matt Tierney.

Winter Sports Preview

BACK ISSUES OF YEARBOOKS AVAILABLE!
Trinity has back issues of the Shamrock yearbook available for the years 1991, ’92, ’97, ’98, ’99, 2000 

and ’01. These were found during the recent makeover of the Journalism Department. The books are in excellent
shape (most were in the original factory packaging). The price is $25 per yearbook, plus $5 for shipping and handling.

To place an order, contact Wayne Kraus ’85 at (502) 736-8275 or kraus@thsrock.net.



For more info contact Joe Fowler ’71 at Trinity (736-8221, fowler@thsrock.net) or visit www.thsrock.net.

1st - $1,000
2nd - $ 900
3rd - $ 800
4th - $ 700
5th - $ 600

6th - $ 500
7th - $ 400
8th - $ 300
9th - $ 200
10th - $ 100

$90 Entry Fee for Two-Man Boat 
• includes $5 per boat “Big Fish Entry”
• includes Breakfast & Cookout Lunch
• includes Tournament Shirt

2004 Trinity Shamrock Bass Classic
Taylorsville Lake • Possum Ridge Boat Ramp
Saturday, May 8, 2004  •  7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

E N T R Y  F O R M
2004 Trinity Shamrock Bass Classic

Participants must have at least one person in each boat affiliated with Trinity High School by being an alumnus, 
a Trinity student, a parent of past or present student or an employee of Trinity.

NAME AGE NAME AGE

ADDRESS ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP CITY STATE ZIP

PHONE SS# PHONE SS#

E-MAIL

SHIRT SIZE: M L XL XXL XXXL SHIRT SIZE: M L XL XXL XXXL

TRINITY AFFILIATION CLASS YEAR TRINITY AFFILIATION CLASS YEAR

Upon submission of this entry form, participants release Trinity High School, tournament officials and sponsoring organizations from
all claims for injury or damage incurred during this event.

Make checks payable to: Trinity High School
Mail to: Shamrock Bass Classic

4011 Shelbyville Road
Louisville, KY 40207

Winnings
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GOLF ROCKS TAKE STATE! By John Kahl ’69
To paraphrase a line from an old Jack Nicholson film, “We’re back.”

What an appropriate statement to make concerning this year’s
Trinity golf team. After 13 long 
seasons, the Rocks returned the State
Championship trophy to the place
where it belongs.   

At Eagle Trace Golf Course in
Morehead, Ky., no one thought the
young Trinity team had a chance at the
title — except for Trinity coach Joe
Frederick ’88. St. Xavier had been dom-
inant during the year, winning every
tournament. They had a seasoned team,
returning three golfers from last year’s
state championship team and one from
the 2001 championship team. They
appeared to be the team to beat; and they
played well, shooting 293 the first day and 291 the second.

At best, Trinity was considered an also ran in the event, with
Shamrock eyes turned to the future for this young team. After all,
the Rocks had no seniors, two juniors and three sophomores. Only
two of the five Trinity golfers — sophomores Tyler Current and
Matt Langan — played in last year’s State Tournament. Most peo-
ple forgot that also playing that day was junior Jesse Massie, a
qualifier for the United States Junior Amateur. Three of the five
players cannot even drive a car yet, but what they did was nothing
short of amazing.

Coming off a near second place finish to St. X in the Regional
Tournament the week before, the Rocks had a favorable starting
position. Since all regional runners-up play in the morning, the
players did not have to worry about the afternoon winds or finish-
ing before dark.  

The conditions were perfect for the young ones. Junior Ryan
Smith, who finished his first round with an even par 72, started the
Trinity run, and the Rocks never looked back. Current’s 73, Kevin
Heitz’s 74 and Massie’s 73 rounded out the Rock’s scoring, with
an outstanding 292 at the end of round one. Langan’s 79 was not
counted in the best 4 out of 5 scoring tally.

At the end of round one, the Rocks held a slim 1-shot lead over
the Tigers. The second round was going to be of great interest, as
Trinity and St. X would be paired together.

Trinity played even stronger the second day of competition.
Down by two after 27 holes, the Rocks played the last nine holes
with spirit and focus. Current and Heitz both shot 69, Massie shot
72 and Smith shot 77 for a team total of 287! Their team score of
579 bested St. X by five shots and shattered Trinity’s long-stand-
ing team low total of 612 established by the 1990 state champions.

Current’s score of 142 placed him in a playoff for the individ-
ual title, but he lost on the first hole of a sudden death playoff and
finished tied for second. Heitz’s total of 143 placed him one shot
out of the playoff spot and tied for fourth. Massie’s total of 145
placed him tied for seventh, and Langan’s final score of 162 gave
him a tie for 75th.

The team came out of nowhere — at least that’s what everyone
thought. They pulled off a huge upset, and they did it simply 
by playing better than the rest. Trinity has won golf State

Championships in 1960, ’78, ’79, ’88,
’90 and now 2003.

Congratulations to the outstanding
Rock golfers and to head coach Joe
Frederick ’88 and assistant coaches
Mike Chancellor ’75 and Steve Ferman
for bringing the trophy home!

Soccer
For the fourth year in a row at the
Sub-Section Three final, St. Xavier
came out victorious over Trinity. The
Rocks defeated the Tigers 5-1 on Sept.
25, but the Tigers got their revenge in
their 1-0 playoff win to advance to the

state tournament.
St.X’s stifling defense shutdown Trinity’s high-powered

offense, limiting the Rocks to only two shots on goal. During the
first half, Trinity attempted no shots and got just one corner kick.
The Tigers scored in the 27th minute and held on for the win. 

Trinity had two its only two shots on goal in the final 12 min-
utes, both involving junior Darren Yeagle. He kicked one shot just
wide of the left post on a breakaway. He later collided with the St.
X goalkeeper on a race to the ball in front of the net, and the
keeper knocked it away safely.

Trinity came into the game ranked No. 2 in the state. St. X was
ranked No. 5. Trinity had a single-season school record with 127
goals and was 15 away from tying the state mark of 142. The
Rocks finished their season with an 18-4-0 record.

After the season, senior Nathan Marks and juniors Omar Persad
and Yeagle were named to the All-State soccer team. Marks and
Yeagle were named to the first team and Persad was named to the
second team. 

In addition, Marks, who scored 15 goals this fall, has been named
Mr. Soccer by the Kentucky Boys’Soccer Coaches Association. He
has also been selected to the National Soccer Coaches Association
of America adidas High School Boys All-America Team.

CROSS COUNTRY
Trinity capped off a terrific season by finishing third in the boys’
Class AAA race at the State Cross Country Championships Nov. 8
at the Kentucky Horse Park in Lexington.

Daviess County won the championship for the second straight
year, finishing with 88 points. Greenwood was second with 90
points and Trinity finished with 108 points. It was the closest
margin of victory at the state championships since 1969.

“Trinity’s excellent team showing was the result of a terrific
team effort,” head cross country coach Chad Waggoner said. “All
seven Trinity runners had the race of the season, finishing the 
difficult course under 17 minutes, 25 seconds. This was also the
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Trinity, with coach Joe Frederick ’88 at right, won the
team title at the State Boys’Golf Tournament by five
strokes. BY STEWART BOWMAN, THE COURIER-JOURNAL
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CAMPUS STORE

4011 Shelbyville Road
Louisville, KY 40207
(502) 736-2125
domzalski@thsrock.net
www.thsrock.net

Parking is available in the visitors’ spaces along Alumni Hall at the corner
of Shelbyville Road and Sherrin Avenue, or in the lot across the street. 
Enter through the Rotunda and proceed to your left. We are open on school
days from 7:30-8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
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December
25 Christmas

January
1 New Year’s Day
8 Trinity vs. St. Xavier swimming

10 Make-Up Placement Test
12 Alumni Board of Director’s meeting
26 School Board meeting
30 Trinity vs. St. Xavier basketball (Freedom Hall)

February
Spring Phonathon

5 Foundation Board meeting
8 Mother-Son Mass

11 Trinity vs. St. Xavier wrestling
14 Valentine’s Day
25 Ash Wednesday

March
Spring Phonathon
Trinity Theatre Spring Musical 
(call 502-736-2177 for dates)

13 celebraTion 2004
27-April 4 Spring Break

Calendar of Events

first time since 1998 that Trinity has placed a runner in the top 10
at the state meet.” 

The Rocks were led by junior All-State runners Pat Daly and
senior Michael Raidt, who finished seventh (16:26) and eighth,
respectively (16:33). The remaining members of the team were
junior Ben Hochstrasser (20th, 16:56), junior Shane Logsdon
(33rd, 17:08), sophomore Sam Schmitt (47th, 17:23), junior
Graham Thompson (48th, 17:24) and sophomore James Wolff
(52nd, 17:25).

After the season, several members of the Running Rocks
received recognition from the Kentucky Track and Cross
Country Coaches Association. Trinity had 11 runners named to
All-Area teams for Area 3, which includes all Jefferson County
Schools. 

■ All-Area, All-State and All-Area Super Team: Pat Daly, Michael
Raidt and Ben Hochstrasser.  

■ All-Area Senior Team and Senior of the Year: Michael Raidt.  
■ All-Area Junior Team: Pat Daly (Junior of the Year), 

Ben Hochstrasser, Shane Logsdon and Graham Thompson.  
■ All-Area Sophomore Team: Sam Schmitt and James Wolff.  
■ All-Area Freshman Team: Ethan Short (Freshman of the Year),

Bryan Henn, Sean Darrow and Thomas Noel.

Additionally, coach Waggoner was named Jefferson County
Coach of the Year for the second straight year.

Anyone who would like to receive the weekly “Cross Country
News” e-mail next year can contact coach Chad Waggoner at
waggoner@thsrock.net.


